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Genesis 46 and 47 
February 6, 2022 

 
1) Introduction – These 2 chapters provide an important transition in the 

patriarchal stories of Genesis. First, moving from Joseph in Egypt, the focus in 
these verses is on the move of Jacob’s family from the land of Canaan to the 
land of Goshen in Egypt. Second, a new story now emerges of the Hebrew 
bondage in Egypt and their eventual Exodus. 
 

2) Genesis 46:1-7 – Jacob Moves to Egypt 
 

a) In verses 1-4 we see that Jacob’s 1st stop on his journey to Egypt is Beer- 
Sheba, a place with close ties to his family’s history. His grandfather 
Abraham worshiped at this site as recorded in Genesis 21:33, and his father, 
Isaac, also worshiped at a sanctuary on this site in Genesis 26:25. 
Significantly this is the exact place where Jacob began his career to find a 
wife and seek his fortune. 
 

b) Verses 1-4 also tell us of “visions of the night” in which God spoke to Jacob. 
This is the last divine communication until the story of Moses and the 
burning bush in Exodus 3. The Joseph stories are told in a more secular 
fashion, but here Jacob displays the close relationship he enjoyed with God 
following his dream at Bethel in Genesis 28. When Jacob hears his name 
called he responds by saying, “Here I am.” God offers validation of his 
identity and pronounces the keywords that Jacob needs to hear: “do not be 
afraid to go down to Egypt.” 
 

c) In a crucial affirmation for the Hebrew faith, God proclaims in verse 4, “I 
myself will go down with you to Egypt.” Unlike other tribal and territorial 
gods of the Canaanite people, the God speaking to Jacob proclaims I will 
still be your God when you leave this place. Not only that, but God also 
reiterates the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: “I will make of 
you a great nation.” Walter Brueggemann states, “leaving the land of 
promise does not jeopardize the promise.” And foreshadowing the Exodus 
event that will help to form the Jewish nation, the divine voice also 
proclaims: “I will also bring you up again.” 
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d) Verses 5-7 summarize the actual move as Jacob journeys from Beer-Sheba 

with all his family and earthly belongings. In Genesis 45:20 Pharaoh 
explicitly instructed Joseph’s family to leave their property and livestock in 
Canaan. Oblivious to the Egyptian king’s directions, Jacob brings all his 
earthly possessions along with all his descendants. 
 

3) Genesis 46:8-27 – The Roster of Those Making the Trip 
 
a) These verses provide the standard list of the descendants of Jacob and will 

be largely followed in other versions in Numbers 26:5-62 and I Chronicles 
2-8. The progeny of Jacob’s wives and concubines total seventy persons, 
excluding Jacob and his daughter Dinah. Verse 26 tells us that the number of 
persons making the trip “were 66 persons in all.” Remembering Jacob 
himself, then adding Joseph and his two sons who are in Egypt, the numbers 
all add up to the blessed number 70. 
 

b) There is an interesting need in biblical genealogies to have the numbers 
presented in multiples of seven as in the genealogy of Jesus found in 
Matthew’s gospel, as if that validates the presence of God in the unfolding 
story of God’s people. Obviously, to make this work out exactly may torture 
the facts somewhat. 
 

c) The roster of names provided in verses 8-27 needs no further commentary 
from me. In fact, if you read this complete list give yourself extra credit. 
 

4) Genesis 46:28-34 – The Caravan Arrives in Goshen 
 
a) The location of Goshen is not verified in any Egyptian text. The name itself 

is Semitic rather than Egyptian. From the clues in this passage, Sibley 
Towner locates Goshen “north of the favored royal city of Memphis, which 
was south of modern Cairo. Twice in chapter 47 Goshen is described as 
prime real estate. 
 

b) Jacob is called Israel in these subsequent chapters of Genesis. As the 
Caravan from Canaan arrives in Goshen, Joseph rushes to meet them in his 
speedy chariot. Upon their meeting Joseph embraced his father and wept 
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uncontrollably. Jacob responds with the heart rending words: “I can die now, 
having seen for myself that you are still alive.” 
 

c) Recognizing that his father disobeyed Pharaoh’s commands by bringing his 
livestock with him, Joseph rehearses how he will introduce these nomadic 
herdsmen to Pharaoh and his court with their farm-based economy. As we 
learned from the story of Cain and Abel and as demonstrated in the 
farmer/rancher warfare in the American West, shepherds and farmers are 
natural enemies. That was certainly true in Egypt as stated in the closing 
words of verse 34: “all shepherds are abhorrent to the Egyptians.” 
 

d) Remember the segregated seating when the brothers first met the Egyptians 
for a meal in Joseph’s home. That caste consciousness reigned supreme in 
Egyptian society of this time as stated by Sibley Towner, “Egyptians saw 
themselves as a class and breed apart from the common chattel, including 
the nomadic shepherds.” This attitude is a foreshadowing of the cruel 
slavery facing future generations of the Hebrew people. 
 

5) Genesis 47:1-12 – Joseph Presents His Family to Pharaoh 
 
a) In verses 1-6 the J writer (the Yahwist) tells the fascinating story of Joseph 

introducing his brothers to Pharaoh, one of the world’s mightiest rulers. The 
brothers have been well trained for this royal interview and follow exactly 
the instructions of Joseph. They introduce themselves as “shepherds, as our 
ancestors were.” Then they ask for permission to settle in the land of 
Goshen. In response, the Pharaoh reiterates the promise he made to Joseph 
to let his family live in the land of Goshen, “the best part of the land.” More 
than that, Pharaoh asks Joseph’s brothers to become royal herdsmen and 
take charge of his own livestock. 
 

b) In verses 7-10 Joseph introduces his father to Pharaoh in a dramatic meeting 
between the ruler of Egypt and the father of promise. In this meeting Jacob 
blesses Pharaoh twice, as if this mighty ruler needed the benevolent good 
wishes of this Canaanite refugee. Pharaoh engages in a personal 
conversation by asking Jacob’s age. Jacob tells Pharaoh he is 130 years old, 
which he describes as “few and hard.” He still has 17 more years before his 
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death, but his lifespan is still much shorter than his father and grandfather. 
The longevity of Jacob is a measure of his divine blessing. 
 

c) Joseph follows the instructions of Pharaoh and settled his family in the best 
part of the land of Egypt. He also made generous provisions for them, which 
was especially important during this time of famine. 
 

6) Genesis 47:13-27 – Joseph’s Administration During the Worst of the Famine 
 
a) As the famine worsens Joseph becomes ruthless dispensing the grain 

reserves held by the government. Instead of ministering to the starving 
multitudes, he seems more concerned with the well-being of Pharaoh. In 
verse 14 we are told that in exchange for grain Joseph brought all the money 
in Egypt into Pharaoh’s treasury. In verse 16, having depleted their money, 
the Egyptians are then forced to turn over to Pharaoh all their livestock. As 
the famine continued, without their money and livestock, the only thing the 
populace had left was their land and themselves. On behalf of Pharaoh, 
Joseph took them both, expropriating all the land and enslaving all the 
people. We are told in verse 22 that only the priests escaped with their land 
and freedom. (Guess what class of people helps to write these verses.) The 
function of these verses is to show the administrative skill of Joseph, but 
clearly the reserves of food can also serve as a potential source of 
oppression. 
 

b) When Joseph distributes seeds to be sown by Egyptian farmers they are 
instructed to give one-fifth to Pharaoh and allowed to keep four-fifths for 
themselves providing food for their families. In verse 25 the population 
responds with words of thanks. (Guess what class of people did not write 
these verses.) This depiction of peasant farm life is like that of serfdom in 
more modern times. All the land was owned by the royal house and the 
peasants farmed and paid their high taxes to Pharaoh. The Hebrew people 
living in the land of Goshen were evidently spared the indignities of land 
confiscation and enslavement. Sibley Towner suggests that the later 
enslavement of the Canaanite refugees is payback for Joseph’s ruthless 
treatment of the Egyptian population. 
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7) Genesis 47:28-31 – Jacob Prepares for Death 
 
a) Jacob and his descendants prospered in the land of Goshen. Their numbers 

and their fortune grew even in the midst of hardship around them. However, 
Goshen is not and never can be home for Jacob and his descendants. Goshen 
is not the end of the story. Now the last of the great patriarchs prepares for 
death at the age of 147 years. 
 

b) Jacob uses the same “hand under my thigh” pledge as used by Abraham in 
Genesis 24:1-9. This time around the oath was used to assure that Joseph 
would bury Jacob with his grandparents and parents at the family tomb in 
Hebron. Walter Brueggemann writes concerning Jacob, “He will not be 
seduced into Egypt. He will be in Egypt, but not of Egypt.” Jacob’s desire to 
leave Egypt and to return home to Canaan is clearly a hint of what is yet to 
come in the great Exodus from Egypt. 
 

 
Questions for Reflection 
 

1. What theological truths do you learn from the conversation between God 
and Jacob in Genesis 46:1-4? What do you learn about the nature of God? 
What do you learn about the character of Jacob? What do you learn about 
the relationship of God and Jacob? 
 

2. In Genesis 46:5-7, why does Jacob not follow the instructions of Pharaoh? 
Was that a mistake by Jacob? Why did Pharaoh issue those instructions? 
 

3. Be honest, did you read Genesis 26:8-27? Why are these lists found so often 
in our Bible? What of value can we learn from this list? 
 

4. Using your imagination describe the meeting of Joseph and Jacob when they 
first see each other in the land of Goshen. 
 

5. Genesis 47:1-12 presents the fascinating conversation between Pharaoh and 
Jacob. By including this episode what were the writers trying to 



6 
 

 

communicate? What did you learn from this strange story about Jacob and 
Pharaoh? 
 

6. Genesis 47:13-27 describes the role of Joseph during the worst days of the 
famine. How would you characterize the decisions of Joseph? Were they 
necessary? Do you think the actions of Joseph were viewed in a negative 
fashion by the writers of the story? 
 

7. What is the importance of Jacob’s desire to return home for his burial? 


