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Genesis 44 and 45 
January 23, 2022 

 
1) Genesis 44:1-17 – Joseph Accuses His Brothers of Theft 

 
a) Verses 1-5 – Joseph uses his servants to entrap Benjamin by instructing his 

steward to give as much food as possible to his brothers, put their payment 
for the grain back into their sacks, and then to place his silver cup in the top 
of Benjamin’s sack. The brothers began their trip home to Canaan the next 
morning, but Joseph sends his steward to overtake them and to accuse them 
of stealing Joseph’s silver cup. In verse 5 we are told that Joseph practices 
divination, something that is forbidden in the Jewish law as written in 
Deuteronomy 18:10. 
 

b) Verses 6-13 – Joseph’s steward follows the instructions he was given and 
accuses the brothers of stealing Joseph’s valuable drinking cup. The brothers 
deny that they would ever do such a thing proclaiming that the thief should 
be killed and the rest of us enslaved if such a thing is true. The search for the 
stolen item ends when the cup is found in Benjamin’s sack. 
 

c) Verses 14-17 – The sons of Jacob are returned to Joseph’s house and hear 
the Egyptian ruler cry out, “What deed is this that you have done?” Again, 
Joseph speaks of divination. Judah serves as the spokesman for the brothers 
by portraying the events as God’s retribution for their past actions. Notice 
the brothers are showing contrition yet they describe God only in judgmental 
tones. As stated by Walter Brueggemann, “Their limited view of God 
requires a quid pro quo response to their own guilt.… As a result, the 
brothers must live in a world where no new thing can be anticipated.” Judah 
then offers himself and his brothers as slaves. Joseph responds by saying he 
will send him all the brothers home except for Benjamin who will remain in 
Egypt as his slave.  
 

2) Genesis 44:18-34 – Judah Pleads for Benjamin’s Freedom 
 
a) Judah’s speech begins with flattery describing Joseph as “like Pharaoh 

himself.” He goes on to describe the intensely close relationship between 
Benjamin and his elderly father by saying in verse 20, “His brother is dead; 
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he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.” Judah 
continues by saying when we brought Benjamin to Egypt at your command 
our father said to us, that if any harm comes to this young man, “you will 
bring down my gray hairs and sorrow to Sheol.” If we do not return home 
with Benjamin, Judah pleads, our father will die. 
 

b) Judah says that he gave his own life as surety for Benjamin, and he will bear 
that blame for the rest of his life if Benjamin does not return home. So, 
Judah proposes himself as a substitute when he says in verse 33, “let your 
servant remain as a slave to my Lord in place of the boy; and let the boy go 
back with his brothers.” 
 

c) Up to this point, the brothers still have no idea of Joseph’s true identity. But 
Joseph has revealed his brother’s contrition for their deed years ago when 
they sold him into slavery and when they lied to their father. Brueggemann 
argues that it is the moving speech of Judah that causes Joseph to finally 
reveal himself. 
 

3) Genesis 45:1-3 – Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers 
 
a) The Joseph narrative reaches its climax in these verses. Brueggemann 

writes, “Everything before this is pointed to this chapter. After this, 
everything is derivative.” Step-by-step the brothers voiced their guilt as 
stated in 42:21, “Alas, we are paying the penalty for what we did to our 
brother.” At the same time Joseph has learned more about the family: his 
father is alive and he finally meets Benjamin. Joseph dismisses all his 
servants before meeting with his brothers and for third time Joseph weeps. 
This time the weeping is so loud that people hear it far outside of his house, 
even in the palace of Pharaoh. 
 

b) Finally, Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers who were so overwhelmed 
with the news they could not respond. Notice the parallels to the resurrection 
stories of Jesus when his disciples could not believe the news. Brueggemann 
comments, “The terror and astonishment of the brothers in verse 3 is not 
unlike that of the early church with the disclosure of the live Jesus in Mark 
16:8.” Joseph also asks for reassurance that his father, Jacob, is still alive. 
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4) Genesis 45:4-15 – Theological Truths Revealed 

 
a) After revealing himself Joseph immediately moves to calm his brothers’ 

fears by saying: “God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent 
me here, but God.” As stated by Sibley Towner, “In these words the 
theologian-narrator gives us the entire program of the novella. Joseph has 
feared God and not humans, has acknowledged God’s authority, and has 
been obedient. Although the brothers failed him, Joseph has not failed them, 
nor has God. Because of Joseph’s faithfulness and God’s power, all of them 
will be saved.” Several crucial theological themes are developed in verses 7 
and 8: 
 
i) First, God who has not been front and center throughout these chapters is 

nonetheless actively working in all the events, even those meant for evil. 
God is present even in those times when God seems to be utterly absent. 
As the Christmas Carol says, “God is not dead nor doth he sleep.” In a 
narrative that was shaped in a secular fashion, this news of God’s 
merciful presence announces a dramatic shift. The brothers’ guilt, the 
father’s grief, and Joseph’s revengeful cunning are all transformed by the 
hidden presence of God. 
 

ii) Second, with references to “preserving a remnant” and “keeping alive 
survivors,” there is a special application to the Babylonian exiles who 
were some of the initial recipients of these words. At this point the 
writers of Genesis seem very close to the prophetic words of Isaiah. 

 
iii) Third, God’s agenda is stated very succinctly: “to preserve life.” 

Previously the brothers had a distorted view of God, seeing the divine 
character in terms of judgment and wrath. Now Joseph redefines God’s 
character in terms of grace, mercy, and redemption. Carlisle Marney once 
summed up the gospel message in these four words: God is for you.  

 
iv) Fourth, the application to the death of Christ is unavoidable for the 

Christian community. What was meant for evil in the crucifixion of Jesus 
turned out to be the pathway of salvation for us all. Brueggemann writes 
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in his commentary, “The narrative asserts that God’s purpose is finally 
sovereign.… It makes use even of the dark side of human action and 
planning. The sovereign character of God’s purpose can create a real 
newness…which negates the past, redefines the present, and opens 
futures.” 

 
b) Following these climactic verses the action advances quickly. In verses 9-10 

Joseph promises to relocate without delay his aging father with all his 
descendants and possession in the land of Goshen. There Joseph assures a 
prosperous future for Jacob and his family even during his time of severe 
drought. This is possible because Joseph is greatly honored and “lord of all 
Egypt.” 
 

c) Sibley Towner summarizes verses 14 and 15 by saying, “Peace breaks out 
between hostile brothers when one side admits its wrongdoing and the other 
side forgives and embraces. When they can weep unashamedly… and kiss 
and talk freely, it is clear that the strength and the wholeness of all have been 
renewed.” 
 

5) Genesis 45:16-28 – The Relocation of Jacobs Family to Egypt 
 
a) In verses 16-20 Pharaoh reinforces Joseph’s invitation to Jacob’s family by 

promising to give the Hebrew patriarch “the best of the land of Egypt” so 
“you may enjoy the fat of the land.” Pharaoh even provides the wagons to 
transport Joseph’s family from the land of Canaan to their new home in 
Egypt. 
 

b) Following Pharaoh’s instructions Joseph provided not only wagons for his 
family but also provisions for their journey. Then he showered gifts on each 
of his brothers and was especially generous to Benjamin and his father. 
 

c) In verses 25-28 we read of the brothers returning to their father in the land of 
Canaan where they broke the joyous news: “Joseph is still alive! He is even 
ruler over all the land of Egypt.” Jacob was stunned with the news as you 
could well imagine. He could not believe what he heard. He thought his son 
was dead and now he is told that Joseph is not only alive but that he has 
prospered more fully than one could imagine. Only when Jacob heard the 
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words of Joseph related to him by his other sons and only when Jacob saw 
the wagons sent by Joseph to carry him to Egypt did he cast aside any 
hesitancy about moving to Egypt. The passage concludes with Jacob’s 
resolve, “Enough! My son Joseph is still alive. I must go and see him before 
I die.” 

 
 
Questions for Reflection 
 

1. Do you think Joseph grows in his understanding of his brothers, of himself, 
and of his God as these events unfold? Do you think Joseph knew how 
events would unfold from the beginning of the stories? In what ways, if any, 
did Joseph change in this narrative? 
 

2. In what ways did the brothers change as the stories unfold? How are they 
transformed in their understanding of themselves, of Joseph, of their father, 
and of God? 
 

3. What about the character of Benjamin? How do you think he felt? Do you 
think he felt like a pawn in the games being played by Joseph and his 
brothers? 
 

4. Do you agree with Brueggemann that Judah’s speech in chapter 44 
transforms the whole story by causing Joseph to reveal his identity? 
 

5. Is it reading too much into the Joseph story to see it as parallel in some ways 
to the gospel message? What similarities do you see between the story of 
Joseph and the New Testament message? 
 

6. For you, what theological truths can be found in Genesis 45:7-8? 


