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Genesis 42 and 43 
January 9, 2022 

 
1) Introduction – Walter Brueggemann argues in his Genesis commentary that 

these three chapters coincide with Joseph’s second dream years before where 
the sheaves of grain, representing his brothers, bow down to him. In like 
manner the previous chapters dealing with Joseph’s amazing rise to power in 
Egypt paralleled his dream where the stars of heaven bowed down to him. In 
these chapters one of the mightiest rulers on earth reconnects with his family. 
 

2) Genesis 42:1-5 – The Sons of Jacob Journey to Egypt 
 

a) Following seven years of plentiful harvests, a devastating famine engulfs 
Egypt and spreads throughout this region, including Jacob and his family in 
the land of Canaan. Learning that grain is for sale in Egypt Jacob sends all 
his sons except Benjamin to buy food “that we may live and not die.” 
 

b) Benjamin is not sent perhaps because of his young age or perhaps because of 
his good looks. Jacob has already lost one of Rachel’s sons; he will not risk 
another. 
 

3) Genesis 42:6-17 – Joseph Sees His Brothers 
 
a) Joseph is a hands-on administrator and present with his frontline workers as 

they are selling grain. It is there that Joseph’s dream comes true as his 
“brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the 
ground.” Joseph recognized his brothers, “but he treated them like strangers 
and spoke harshly to them.” His brothers had no idea that Joseph had 
reentered their story. 
 

b) Not only did Joseph recognize his brothers he also remembered his dream 
about them. The reader of these words is forced to draw the conclusion, as 
stated by Sibley Towner, “the invisible hand of Providence has been 
working all things around for good.” Joseph enjoys this situation of his 
hidden identity as he plays a trick on his brothers by accusing them of being 
spies who “have come to see the nakedness of the land.” Joseph hides his 
stealthy plans by speaking to his brothers through an interpreter. 
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c) The brothers defend themselves by telling Joseph that they are his servants 

who have come to buy food. They share their personal story that they are all 
the sons of one man and have never been spies. They go on to tell Joseph 
that they have one dead brother and their youngest brother stayed at home 
with their father. Continuing this ruse of hiding his identity, Joseph again 
accuses his brothers of being spies and places them in prison for three days. 
 

4) Genesis 42:18-25 – Joseph Bargains with His Brothers 
 
a) Joseph frees his brothers from prison but insists that one of the brothers stay 

in prison as surety so that when the brothers return they will bring young 
Benjamin with them. Only then, Joseph insists “your words will be verified, 
and you shall not die.” The brothers agree. Then they carry on a 
conversation without realizing that Joseph understands every word they say. 
They tell one another that these troubles are all payback for what they did 
when they sold their brother into slavery. As stated in verse 21, “That is why 
this anguish has come upon us.” Then we learn for the first time as Ruben 
addresses his brothers, “Did I not tell you not to wrong the boy? But you 
would not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.” Upon 
hearing these words Joseph walks away from his brothers and cries. 
 

b) Joseph picks out Simeon to keep as a hostage and binds him as a prisoner 
while the brothers are looking on. Then Joseph gives orders to fill their sacks 
with grain, unbeknownst to the brothers to place the money they paid back 
in their belongings, and then to give them provisions for their journey home. 
 

5) Genesis 42:26-38 – The Brothers Return to Canaan 
 
a) Verses 26-28 recount events on the journey back to Canaan when one of the 

brothers discovers that his money for purchasing grain is in his sack. The 
brothers become frightened and assume that God is continuing to judge them 
and punish them exclaiming, “What is this that God has done to us?” Sibley 
Towner comments that one theological lesson of the story is to show the 
brothers growth in their understanding of God from a God of judgment to a 
God of providence. Perhaps a non-Presbyterian could state it in other words 
as movement from a God of vengeance to a God of care and love. 
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b) In verses 29-34 the brothers tell Jacob the whole story of their trip describing 

their unrecognized brother Joseph as “the Lord of the land.” They also 
deliver the difficult news that one brother, Simeon, was being held hostage 
until Benjamin is brought to Egypt. They realize it will be difficult for Jacob 
to see his youngest son leave home. 
 

c) When each brother discovers that the money paid for the grain is still in their 
belongings, they respond with great fear. But it is Jacob who cries out the 
loudest saying in verse 36, “Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and 
now you would take Benjamin.” Ruben tells his father in a shocking way, 
“You may kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to you.” Still Jacob 
refuses to let Benjamin go saying that to do so “would bring down my gray 
hairs to sorrow to Sheol. 
 

6) Genesis 43:1-15 – The Decision to Let Benjamin Go to Egypt 
 
a) The famine continues in Canaan and the food they bought in Egypt was now 

gone. Jacob seems to have forgotten the demands made if his sons were to 
return to Egypt when he orders them: “Go again, buy us a little more food.” 
Judah, one of the kinder brothers of chapter 37, reminds his father of the 
warning given by the Egyptian ruler: “You shall not see my face unless your 
brother is with you.” Jacob then criticizes his sons for divulging that they 
had another brother. The boys defend themselves by insisting that the 
Egyptian interrogated them asking about their father and if they had another 
brother. Chapter 42 never recorded Joseph asking those questions. But here 
in chapter 43 verse 7, the brothers insist, “What we told him was an answer 
to these questions.” The reader must ask if the brothers were just telling 
another lie to their father. 
 

b) Judah pleads with his father to send Benjamin with them or else they will die 
in the famine. He even pledges to his father, “I myself will be surety for him; 
you can hold me accountable.” He goes on to say that their trip has been 
delayed too long already; we need to go now. In verse 11 Jacob finally 
relents. Then he adds some additional inducements: (1) Take a present of our 
agricultural products that we have even in the famine – nuts, ointments, 
gums, and honey. (2) Take an extra portion of money with you including the 
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amount that might have been given by mistake when you left Egypt. Finally, 
Jacob sends off all his sons with a blessing: “May God Almighty grant you 
mercy before the man.” The trip to Egypt is accounted for in thirteen brief 
words. When we next pick up the story they are standing before Joseph. 
 

7) Genesis 43:16-25 – The Brothers Meet with Joseph’s Steward 
 
a) Joseph sees his brothers coming again to buy grain, and this time Benjamin 

accompanies them. Joseph orders his steward to invite his brothers into his 
house and to prepare a feast for them. When the brothers are ushered into the 
house they become afraid saying to one another, “It is because of the money, 
replaced in our sacks the first time, that we have been brought in so they 
may have an opportunity to fall upon us to make slaves of us.” The steward 
quickly puts their minds at ease by insisting, “do not be afraid; your God and 
the God of your father must have put treasure in your sacks for you; I 
received your money.” The reader does not know if the steward is telling the 
truth.  
 

b) The brothers were also relieved to be reunited with Simeon. They were 
given water to drink and were able to wash up before their meal. They were 
also able to feed their donkeys. Then they prepared for meeting the Egyptian 
ruler whose identity was still unknown to them. Still fearful of the meeting 
the brothers prepared to present their gifts to the Egyptian officer who will 
join them for the noon time meal. 
 

8) Genesis 43:26-34 – Joseph Meets with His Brothers Including Benjamin 
 
a) When Joseph enters his home the brothers all bowed down and presented 

their gifts. Though dreading this encounter with the Egyptian ruler, as Sibley 
Towner phrases it, “The potentate turns out to be a pussycat.” Joseph begins 
the conversation by asking about their welfare and to inquire how their 
father is doing. He wants to know if their father is still alive. Then Joseph 
notices his brother Benjamin, who like Joseph, was the son of Rachel. 
Joseph invokes the name of God and offers a blessing to his full brother. 
Joseph was so overcome by emotion he ran out of the room to cry. After 
washing his face and calming down, Joseph returned to the room and 
ordered for the meal to be served. 
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b) The banquet is described in a segregated fashion with the Egyptians seated 
by themselves, because it was an abomination for them to eat with Hebrews. 
The Hebrew brothers were seated by themselves, and Joseph separated from 
them both, as if he did not belong to either group. Even the brothers took 
their positions according to their age. Food was then taken from Joseph’s 
own table to feed his brothers, but Joseph shows special attention for 
Benjamin by giving him a huge amount of food. Throughout this entire 
scene Joseph continues to hide his identity. And the reader must be 
screaming by now – “Go ahead and tell them who you really are! The big 
reveal will not occur for some time. 

 
 
Questions for Reflection 
 
1. Why did Joseph insist on hiding his identity? Why does he continue this ruse 

for so long? 
 

2. What is the importance of the segregated seating at the banquet held at 
Joseph’s house? Does that reflect why the name “Hebrew” is given to these 
Jewish men? Does this foreshadow later relationships between Egyptians 
and the Hebrews? 
 

3. Describe the importance of Benjamin in these stories and describe Jacob’s 
relationship with his youngest son. Why is Joseph so focused on Benjamin? 
 

4. Where is God in the stories? Is there a theological truth to be found in the 
fact that God is only in the background? 
 

5. Do you see the role of divine providence in the stories? What does 
providence mean to you? 
 

6. Is it possible that these Joseph stories are told to provide a dignified reason 
for the Hebrews ending up in the land of Egypt where they will be enslaved? 


