
* Please stand, if you are able. 
  

RIVER ROAD CHURCH, BAPTIST 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
 

First Sunday After Christmas  December 26, 2021 
 

As we gather together for worship, please pause for a moment to become aware of God’s presence. 

Quiet your mind, listen to the music, and prepare to worship God. 
 

 
 
Lighting of the Altar Candles  Eliza Sundberg and Drew Gilliam, Acolytes 

 

Voluntary  Noël X: Grand jeux et Duo Louis-Claude Daquin 

 Bruce Stevens, organ 

 

*Processional Hymn 22  Angels, from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE 

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

 you, who sang creation’s story, 

 now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king! 

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

 watching o’er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing; 

 yonder shines the infant light: 

 come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king! 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 

 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations; 

 you have seen his natal star: 

 come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king! 

4. All creation, join in praising 

 God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

 evermore your voices raising 

 to the eternal Three in One: 

 come and worship, come and worship, 

 worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 

*Call to Worship  Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze 

Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come. 

For to us a child is born,  

to us a son is given; 
and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace. 

  –R. Vasholz; from Isaiah 9:6 and Revelation 12:10 

 

Welcome, Invocation, and Our Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 Susan Gilsdorf 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light 

has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 



garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal 

of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 

 

*Gloria Patri  Hymn 579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

*Gospel Lesson Luke 2:15-21  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

The Gospel of our Lord; Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Solo Sweet Was the Song the Virgin Sang Text: William Ballet 

  Music: Arr. David Johnson 

Sweet was the song the virgin sang;  
to Bethlehem she came  
and was delivered of a Son:  
Lo, Jesus was his name. 
“Ah, lullaby my joy!”  
Sing, “Lullaby my baby boy.” 
She was delivered of a Son:  
Lo, Jesus was his name. 

“Sweet babe,” sang she so tenderly,  
with love, and joy and mirth,  
in awe and wonder gazed on him,  
God’s Son now come to earth. 
Ah, he is born, God Son!” 
Singing “He is born, God’s Holy Son.” 
In awe and wonder gazed on him, 
God’s Son now come to earth. 

Holden Seward, baritone 
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze 

 

*Hymn of Devotion 36  In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

1. In the bleak midwinter, 

 frosty wind made moan; 

 earth stood hard as iron, 

 water like a stone; 

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

 snow on snow, 

 in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

 nor earth sustain; 

 heaven and earth shall flee away 

 when he comes to reign: 

 in the bleak midwinter 

 a stable place sufficed 

 the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 

3. Angels and archangels 

 may have gathered there; 

 cherubim and seraphim 

 thronged the air; 

 but his mother only, 

 in her maiden bliss, 

 worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

4. What can I give him, 

 poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, 

 I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a wise man, 

 I would do my part; 

 yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

 

*Offertory Sentences Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze 

 

 



Anthem at Offertory Unto Us is Born a Son Piae Cantiones 

  Arr. David Willcocks 

1. Unto us is born a son, 

 King of choirs supernal: 
 See on earth his life begun, 
 Of lords the Lord eternal. 

2. Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
 Comes on earth a stranger; 
 Ox and ass their Owner know 
 Now cradled in a manger. 

3. This did Herod sore affray, 
 And did him bewilder, 
 So he gave the word to slay, 
 And slew the little childer. 

4. Of his love and mercy mild 
 Hear the Christmas story: 
 O that Mary’s gentle Child 
 Might lead us up to glory! 

5. O and A and A and O, 
 Cantemus in choro, 
 Voice and organ, sing we so, 
 Benedicamus Domino. 

 

*Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sermon A Most Incredible Gift Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze 

 

Time of Reflection and Response 

Take a moment to consider how the Spirit is leading you to respond to worship and the Word proclaimed this day. 

If you desire to follow Christ as a disciple, or if you desire to become a member of River Road Church, 

you are invited to come forward to the chancel steps at this time, and our pastor will meet you. 

 

*Recessional Hymn 56 The First Nowell THE FIRST NOWELL 

1. The first Nowell the angel did say 

 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

 on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

2. They looked up and saw a star 

 shining in the east beyond them far; 

 and to the earth it gave great light, 

 and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 

3. And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 

4. This star drew nigh to the northwest; 

 o’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

 and there it did both stop and stay, 

 right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 

 

*Benediction Rev. Dr. Daniel Glaze 

 

Extinguishing of the Altar Candles 

 

Voluntary Toccata on “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” David Willcocks 

 

 
 
 

The Christmas poinsettias are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Carol’s sister, Kay Hiers, by Lou and Carol 

Moelchert. 
 
 

The Christmas wreaths are given to the glory of God and in honor of healthcare workers everywhere by Dr. and Mrs. Hilton R. 

Almond.  

 



We welcome Bruce Stevens as our guest organist today. Mr. Stevens serves on the organ faculty at the University of Richmond. 
 

We are grateful for your continued generosity to God through our church ministry. You may give securely online at 

rrcb.org/give-online or by mailing a check. Thank you for your faithfulness.  
 

If you are planning to make a contribution for 2021, we must receive it in the Church Office by 5:00 p.m., Friday, 

December 31, 2021—the church office is open December 29-31, 2021, 9AM-5PM. Mailed contributions must be postmarked 

December 31, 2021, and online contributions through the church’s website or your bank must be initiated or dated by December 

31, 2021. If you are planning to donate stock, please contact LeAnne Lane in the church office. Anything received after the 

above dates will be applied to 2022. 
 

A Porcelain Nativity Set is being featured in the History Cabinet in the Lower Commons during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. The set was a gift to River Road Church by Frances Still, aunt of one of our church members, Joyce Gibson. You are 

invited to visit this display which was made in the Franklin Mint. 
 

Sunday School Classes are meeting. To find the details of when and where your class is meeting, please contact your class 

leader or teacher. If you are interested in joining a Sunday School class, please contact a member of our pastoral staff, Rev. 

Anna Perry Miller (adults), Rev. Marnie Fisher-Ingram (youth), or Mrs. Sandy Rooney (children). 
 

For more information about the events listed on the calendar and more, please read the e-Spire (emailed on Tuesdays), 

or visit rrcb.org/connect.  

 

Sun, Dec 26 Worship, 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary and rrcb.org/live 
  

Mon, Dec 27 Church Office Closed 
  

Tues, Dec 28 Church Office Closed 
 

Wed, Dec 29 Men’s Group: The Huddle, 8:00 a.m., Reception Room 
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