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Genesis 34 and 35 
November 7, 2021 

 
1) Genesis 34:1-24 – The Rape of Dinah 

 
a) Introduction – We move at least 10 years ahead in time and come to a story 

that raises issues concerning the integrity and safety of Jacob’s family. The 
land that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was not vacant 
and its inhabitants challenged these Aramaean immigrants. The tension 
between the Israelites and the Canaanites was ongoing. In this initial 
encounter we see the options of both extermination and assimilation. It is a 
frightening relationship that continues to our own day. 
 

b) 34:1-4 – Jacob’s only daughter, Dinah, was born to his concubine Leah. 
Dinah had no children of her own and consequently is not the founder of a 
tribe as were her siblings. Acting as a good neighbor and friend, Dinah visits 
the local Canaanite women. During that visit she is forcefully seized and 
raped by a man named Shechem who was the son of Hamor the leader of the 
Hivites. After the rape Shechem speaks tender words of love to Dinah and 
pleads with his father, “Get me this girl to be my wife.” This story of rape is 
more than an isolated event; for generations it is held up as a warning to the 
Israelites concerning violence, lawlessness, and intermarriage with persons 
of another race. The language used to describe the infamous deed is an 
ancient expression describing the most serious kind of sexual evil. Gerhard 
Von Rad states in his commentary that these words describe “the horror of a 
sacrilege which incriminated the whole cultic community before God.” This 
event set a sad precedent for the future. 
 

c) 34:5-7 – When Jacob 1st heard of his daughter’s rape his sons were away 
from home tending their cattle. Hamor, the father of Shechem, came to 
speak to Jacob just as Jacob’s sons returned from the field. Up to this point 
Jacob has done nothing. When the sons heard what happened they became 
extremely angry. Not only was their sister forcefully violated, according to 
their religious laws of defilement, Dinah’s rape made her ineligible for 
marriage. 
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d) 34:8-12 – In the midst of this uproar Hamor spoke to Jacob and his sons 
saying that Shechem loves Dinah and wants to marry her. Hamor goes on to 
suggest that this should serve as a model for intermarriage between the 
Hivites and the Israelites. “Live with us,” he proposes, “and the land shall be 
open to you.” Shechem is also present at this meeting and seeks to validate 
his love by promising to pay an enormous bride price: “Whatever you say to 
me I will give.… I will give whatever you ask; only give me the girl to be 
my wife.” Walter Brueggemann sums up the situation by saying, “For Israel, 
Shechem’s act is seen as perversion. To Hamor, it is an opportunity for 
cooperation.” Notice, in this patriarchal society Dinah is not consulted or 
even present in this meeting. 
 

e) 34:13- 17 – Again, notice Jacob’s passive role. He remains silent as his sons 
take over the conversation. Perhaps because they were outnumbered, 
perhaps because they were angry, or perhaps because this is the way they 
usually did business, the sons of Jacob respond to Hamor’s proposal with a 
deceitful plan. They insist that they cannot give their sister as a wife to an 
uncircumcised man. To do so, they say, “would be a disgrace to us.” This 
marriage can happen, they respond, only if “you will become as we are and 
every male among you be circumcised.” If all the Hivite men become 
circumcised, the sons of Jacob commit to accepting everything Hamor 
envisioned. It is a take it or leave it proposition. If they choose not to be 
circumcised, Jacob’s family says, “then we will take our daughter and be 
gone.” 
 

f) 34:18-24 – Shechem and his father were delighted with the deal and 
immediately presented it to the men of their tribe. Shechem sweetened the 
deal by telling his kinsmen: when we intermarry and welcome these people 
into our land “will not their livestock, their property, and all their animals be 
ours?” Shechem was an amazing salesman. This part of the story concludes 
with the statement, “every male was circumcised.” 
 

2) Genesis 34:25-31 – The Brutal Revenge of Dinah’s Brothers 
 
a) 34:25-26 – Dinah’s brothers waited 3 days to break their vow and execute 

their wrath upon Shechem and his kinsmen, because it was on the third day 
that the pain was most excruciating and debilitating from the procedure of 
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circumcision. Simeon and Levi who had the same mother as Dinah entered 
the village of Shechem and without warning killed all the male inhabitants. 
Following the cruel executions, they took Diana from Shechem’s house and 
returned her to the family of Jacob. Brueggemann laments this perversion of 
a central Jewish ritual when he writes, “Insistence upon circumcision was 
posed not for purposes of faithfulness, but for purposes of social control and 
exploitation.… This most precious symbol of faith has now become a tool of 
inhumanity.” 
 

b) 34:27-29 – Following the slaughter the other sons of Jacob plundered the 
city taking their animals, their produce, all items of value, even the children 
and women. The sons of Jacob have completely reversed the promise that 
Shechem made to his tribesmen. Through deceit and murder the pathway of 
annihilation is chosen instead of the pathway of peaceful assimilation. 
 

c) 34:30-31 – Jacob finally enters the story as more than a passive player. He 
alone understands the ultimate consequences of what Simeon and Levi have 
done. It means that the future for Jacob and his family will always be 
colored by this infamous act and the people of Israel will be “odious to the 
inhabitants of the land.” Sibley Towner sees Jacob as the wise elder peering 
into the future, “looking ahead to years of enmity and danger from the 
Canaanites.” Levi and Simeon sweep aside their father’s words of caution by 
insisting, what else could we do? “Should our sister be treated like a 
whore?” Jacob’s appeal to honor cannot wipe away the vicious actions of 
this day. Once again we see how perilous and sin-stained the story of those 
is who hold God’s promise. 
 

3) Genesis 35:1-29 – The End of an Era 
 
a) Introduction – With these verses the Jacob story moves toward its 

completion with the death and burial of Isaac and Rachel. The chapter has a 
choppy and irregular appearance because it is composed of material from 
multiple sources. Much of the chapter comes from the E source using 
Elohim as the name of God. There are intrusions, however, from the P or 
Priestly source in verses 9-13 and 22-29. 
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b) 35:1-4 – God spoke to Jacob directing him to move to Bethel, the place 
where he had his dream of the ladder or ramp to heaven. We also read for 
the first time that Rachel was not the only one who stole religious relics 
from Laban’s house. Others had taken idols, charms, rings, and earrings. 
Jacob collects all these pagan images and trinkets and buries them under an 
oak near the village of Shechem. That is surely a reference to the sacred oak 
of Moreh associated with Abraham, which was still standing in the time of 
Joshua. 
 

c) 35:5-8 – The Canaanite cities encountered on their way to Bethel do not 
oppose Jacob’s entourage in any way. Verse 5 makes mention of “a terror 
from God,” which could refer to a frightening warning sent directly by God 
or to the fear that arose throughout the region when word spread of the 
devastation delivered by Jacob’s sons following the rape of Dinah. Jacob 
builds an altar to the God who “revealed himself to him when he fled from 
his brother.” He names the place El-Bethel, using the Canaanite terminology 
for their high god, “El.” This Canaanite term is the source for later day 
Arab’s name for God, Allah. Rebecca’s nurse, Deborah, died and was buried 
at Bethel, near a sacred oak tree. The sacred trees of the Canaanite people 
were numerous and were often the scene for fertility cults that were ridiculed 
by the Hebrew prophets (see Hosea 4:12-14). 
 

d) 35:9-13 – This Priestly insertion brings together previous divine promises 
made to the patriarchs. The renaming of Jacob is repeated from Genesis 
32:22-32 without any additional narrative. In this appearance from God the 
divine title is El Shaddai, “God Almighty.” This is the title of God used by 
the Priestly writers. Verses 11 and 12 repeat for the ninth time the promises 
made to the patriarchs of land, numerous descendants, and a powerful 
nation. These promises are found in all the sources of the Pentateuch, but 
here the language is peculiar to the Priestly writers in phrases such as “a 
company of nations shall come from you.” Also, in verse 13 the divine 
appearance concludes with a repeat of the exact words found in an earlier 
Priestly story, “God went up from him.” These verses not only provide a 
view of Jacob from the vantage point of the Priestly writers, but also tie the 
story of Jacob very closely to the stories of Abraham. 
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e) 35:14-15 – In these verses the Priestly writers retell the stories found in the 
E or Elohistic narrative of Genesis 28:18-22 concerning the monument and 
place of worship in Bethel. There is no difference in meaning in these two 
versions. 
 

f) 35:16-21 – In these verses we read about the birth of Benjamin and the death 
of Rachel. Moving south from Bethel near the village of Bethlehem Rachel 
went into labor. It was an exceedingly difficult delivery and Rachel died in 
childbirth when Benjamin was born. Jacob renames the child after Rachel 
called it “son of my sorrow.” Instead, Benjamin means “son of my right 
hand” or “son of the South.” Rachel was buried there near Bethlehem which 
is why her gravesite is mentioned in the birth stories of Jesus weeping over 
the multitude of babies slaughtered in Bethlehem. 
 

g) 35:22a – In this miscellaneous collection of passages from various writers 
pieced together in chapter 35, we find this strange story of Jacob’s oldest 
son, Ruben, having a sexual relationship with his father’s concubine, Bihah. 
He receives no admonishment from his father at this time, and it seems 
inconsequential. However, such a thing is clearly forbidden by the laws of 
Deuteronomy. Sibley Towner suggests this is an expression of Ruben’s 
rejection of his father’s authority. On his deathbed in Genesis 49:4 Jacob 
condemns his son Ruben for this very act. 
 

h) 35:22b-26 – The Priestly version of the Jacob story provides a listing of the 
twelve sons of Jacob, divided according to their mothers. This list 
establishes the tradition that the children of Israel existed in twelve tribes. 
However, other lists found in the Old Testament are different both in number 
and in names. Judges 5:14-23 speaks of ten tribes. I Kings 11:31-32 lists 
eleven tribes. The names also differ with some of the listings omitting Levi 
and Joseph and replacing them with Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of 
Joseph. There are twenty different variations listing the twelve tribes of 
Israel in the Old Testament, this is but one of them. 
 

i) Genesis 35:27-29 – The Jacob narrative concludes not with the story of 
Jacob’s death but with the telling of the death of his aged father, Isaac, who 
had been living in Hebron. For the burial of Isaac both of his sons, Esau and 
Jacob, are present. 
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Questions for Reflection 
 

1. Jacob’s response to the rape of Dinah is passive while the response of the 
sons is quite aggressive. Yet Jacob has a wise understanding of the future 
implications of what occurred in the rape and in his son’s vengeful response. 
How do you evaluate the role of Jacob in this event? 
 

2. The brutal revenge of Dinah’s brothers is vicious and deceitful. Do you think 
it can in any way be justified? How should they have responded? Honestly, 
how would you have responded? 
 

3. There is a tension in Jewish life between assimilation and exclusion. Do you 
see that same tension existing in the religions of Christianity and Islam as 
well? How do you deal with that issue in your own faith? 
 

4. In these verses we see as plainly as anywhere in Genesis that there were 
numerous authors over a long period of time writing the stories, using a 
different vocabulary, style, and sequence. There is even a variance in the 
listing of the twelve sons of Jacob. Does this make any difference to you? 
Does it lessen your view of the Bible? Does it make the Bible more personal 
and real for you? 
 

5. In chapter 35 we are told of the death and burial of Rebecca. Looking back 
over her life, how do you gauge the character and the importance of this 
Hebrew matriarch? 
 

6. In Genesis 35:11-12 God’s promises to the patriarchs of land, numerous 
descendants, and a powerful nation are made for the 9th time. These 
promises have served as the basis through the centuries for the Jewish claims 
to the promised land, Zionism, and the formation of the nation of Israel. 
Does the Bible provide a mandate for Jewish rule in Palestine today? 


