October 14, 2021
Dear <<LA_SALUTATION>>,
For many of us, the world we live in is not what we want it to be right now. Despite available vaccines,
COVID-19 continues to plague us in multiple ways—either directly, through variants that continue to make
people sick, or through indirect means, where certain goods or activities are not available to us. Going to
our favorite restaurants is not as convenient as it used to be as these and other places of business struggle
to find workers.
At River Road Church, we have had some difficulties as well. We re-opened in-person worship up this year,
taking things cautiously and eventually opening up more church activities this past summer, only to be
pushed back to more careful meetings and gatherings due to the Delta variant. All this has forced us to be
creative in how we interact, whether it be by Zoom, or outside more frequently than we might otherwise.
Despite all these negatives in the world, we as your Stewardship Committee see a different picture. We see
the congregation of River Road Church not just surviving, but rising to the challenge of being disciples of
Jesus in a more than challenging world. We have strengthened not only our church’s ministry, but also our
ministry relationships. We continue to do meaningful work in and outside the church.
During 2021, the Stewardship Committee provided focus on the many things that we do here at River Road
Church. We called this endeavor Stewardship in Action. The purpose was to show how our church reaches
so many people in our area and beyond, whether through our church staff serving our congregation, or
through our efforts like Meals on Wheels, Rise Against Hunger, or Crossover Clinic. Our staff and church
members are constantly working for the church and the greater community in which we live.
In the midst of the current situation, while many still are hesitant to rejoice quite yet, we chose our theme
this year to be Celebrate the Return, in order to capture what is in all of our hearts. We celebrate the return
to church community together. We celebrate the return to fellowship activities and missions. We celebrate
the return we receive when we give—that is, the blessing of knowing that we are participating in Christ’s
work in our world.
Enclosed is a pledge card, but it is not quite the same as previous years. You will note that it has a place for
your pledge, of course, which is a cause for celebration in itself. We have included on the back of the card
an opportunity for you to share with us why you are excited to give this year. We all give for many different
reasons, and hope you will share yours with the church.
Thank you for blessing our wonderful church with your time, talent, gifts and prayers. We look forward to
Celebrating the Return together on Commitment Sunday, October 24, 2021.
In Christ’s Love,
Scott P. Rooney – Stewardship Committee Chair
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