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Galatians 6 
September 27, 2020 

 
1) Galatians 6:1-5 – Bearing One Another’s Burdens 

 
a) In verse 1 Paul addresses “My friends,” which could be correctly translated 

as brothers and sisters or my siblings. Paul is offering instructions on how to 
restore a church member when they have done something wrong. Having 
received the Spirit, the faithful members seeking to restore their friend must 
act gently, consistent with the character of God’s Spirit. The restorers are 
also to guard themselves, so they do not fall into the same pitfalls as the 
individual who has sinned. In other words, recognize that the same sin could 
be lurking in our own lives. In contrast to harsh condemnation or 
excommunication, Paul is advising not only an attitude of tenderness, but 
also warning that we could all fall into sin. None of us is immune from 
temptation. Exclusion, condemnation, and self-righteousness are not the 
objective; caring redemption is the goal. The task is not punishment but 
restoration. 
 

b) “Bear one another’s burdens,” in verse 2 is seen by Paul as fulfilling the law 
like he stated in 5:13-14. Restoration of a wayward church member is an 
example of obedience to the law of love. To a congregation where there are 
some arguing that the fulfillment of the law requires circumcision, Paul is 
saying if you want to fulfill the law show kindness and care for one another, 
especially those who have fallen by the wayside. If you really want to fulfill 
God’s law, love one another. 
 

c) Verse 3 returns to the situation mentioned in verse 1. When you deal with a 
wayward church member, it can easily make one feel superior and lead the 
“rescuer” to denigrate or ridicule the one being helped. I found in my years 
of pastoral work that often the issues church members struggle with are the 
results of unresolved guilt. There is enough bad feeling in most of our lives 
that we do not need to compound low self-esteem as we seek to help others. 
While a student at Yale Divinity School, there was a project to provide help 
for parents with critically ill children in the Yale hospital. The parents were 
offered consultation with student interns from the law school, med school, 
and the divinity school. I found it interesting that very few of the parents 
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sought help from the student ministers. They felt more comfortable talking 
to doctors and lawyers. I assumed it was because of guilt issues. 
 

d) Verse 4 continues the emphasis not to measure one’s life by the failure of 
another person. Rather, the Christian should look at the struggles within their 
own life. Our feelings of judgment should begin with ourselves rather than 
comparing ourselves with the sad state of others. Henri Nouwen reminds us 
in his book, The Wounded Healer, that we minister best when we recognize 
our own woundedness, instead of picturing ourselves as the righteous 
rescuers with all the right answers. Verse 5 concludes this section with a 
reference to the last judgment where each one of us will need to answer for 
ourselves. It will not be enough to say as we stand before God, “I was better 
than some.” 
 

2) Galatians 6:6 – Teachers and Their Pupils 
 
a) Verse 6 is an isolated exhortation concerning the relationship between 

teacher and pupil. In this context it seems to be referring to teaching within 
the Galatian congregation. There was a parallel passage in 1st Corinthians 
9:14 where Paul appealed for financial support for those who preach the 
gospel. He envisions a spiritual fellowship between mentor and student 
where the teacher is sustained in part by gifts from the student. Given what 
has been stated in the previous 5 verses where Paul calls for individual 
responsibility, verse 6 is a bit of a redirection. In the Greek it begins with 
“but,” which is not evident in the NRSV, and then it goes on to state, “don’t 
forget your teachers.” By using the term “the word” Paul is referring to the 
initial instruction provided to the Galatian community, and certainly not the 
false teaching provided by those insisting on circumcision. 
 

b) William Weidmann in his commentary suggests that Paul may have in mind 
the teaching of the Hippocratic Oath, the ancient document that instructs 
medical doctors to honor their teachers “who taught me this as equal to my 
parents.” The Oath continues with the directions “to live my life in 
partnership with him, and if he is in need of money, to give him a share of 
mine.” As a teacher for most of my life, this sounds like good advice to me.  
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3) Galatians 6:7-10 – Sowing and Reaping 
 
a) Previously in Galatians Paul encouraged doing good based on grace, 

forgiveness, and love. In these verses, however, the meaning is 
eschatological encouraging righteous living in light of the final judgment 
before God. When Paul writes that “God is not mocked,” he is saying don’t 
trifle with God or don’t play around with God. “Get this one thing straight,” 
he says. God is just and God operates on this basis: you reap what you sow. 
 

b) Verse 8 reinforces the flesh/spirit conflict mentioned in chapter 5 where Paul 
writes that if you sow to the flesh you will reap corruption and if you sow to 
the spirit you will reap eternal life. Throughout Scripture in Job, Joel, 
Revelation, Matthew, and Mark the image of reaping is used to signify the 
harvest of the final judgment. Several years ago, we attended an off-
Broadway play, “Smoke on the Mountain,” which was set in the sanctuary 
of an evangelical church in the Southland. They were singing the song 
“Bringing in the Sheaves,” and I tried to explain to a Japanese couple sitting 
behind us what sheaves were and what the song was all about. I should’ve 
told him to just enjoy the melody. 
 

c) Verses 9 and 10 are more pointedly focused on the last judgment where the 
Greek words for both “harvest time” and “opportunity” refer to a future 
time. Paul is teaching patience as we struggle to do good in the difficult 
times of this world with its temptations and persecutions. Persevere and do 
not give up he tells us. At the end of it all there will be a grand homecoming 
“for those of the family of faith.” Patsy Kendall wrote us last week that she 
ordered a refrigerator magnet like one that Wendy has, saying, “Everything 
will be all right in the end. If it is not all right, it is not the end.” That sums 
up very well Paul’s encouragement “not to grow weary” and not to give up 
our hope in a brighter tomorrow.  
 

4) Galatians 6:11-18 – A Personal Postscript 
 
a) This concluding portion of Galatians is unusual for its length and tone. 

Unlike other letters of Paul there is no personal greeting or intimacy of 
language used in these closing words. Instead, Paul emphasizes the message 
of the letter by repeating keywords: circumcision, flesh, the cross of Christ, 
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boasting, law, and persecution. He will not let these issues go and even 
magnifies those issues by writing in extremely large letters with his own 
hand. It is as if Paul is saying, “Pay special attention to this.” 
 

b) In verses 12-14 Paul accuses his opponents in Galatia of wrongdoing. 1st, he 
says those advocating circumcision are more interested in putting on a good 
show than in caring for their converts. In comparison to those preparing for 
the last judgment before God, these false preachers are intent on being well 
judged by persons on earth. They want to “make a good showing in the 
flesh.” 2nd, by insisting on the circumcision of Gentiles these false preachers 
are trying to avoid persecution. They fear they would be ostracized by the 
Jewish community if they do not insist that all Christians must appear to be 
Jewish. 3rd, they are seeking converts to be circumcised so they might boast 
in that fact. In other words, it is all about themselves, and they are just using 
the Galatian converts to bring glory upon themselves. 
 

c) In contrast to their self-centeredness, Paul insists in verse 14 that he will 
boast in one thing only: “the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul is setting 
aside the status and rewards of this world. He makes the strange claim in 
verse 14 that “the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” What 
does that mean? By “world” Paul is referring to “the present evil age” 
mentioned in Galatians 1:4. In this sphere the law and the elemental spirits 
reign supreme. In this world barriers are still erected between Jew and 
Greek, slave and free, male and female. Because of his relationship to 
Christ, that world is now superseded by a new creation. Though he lives in 
this earthly sphere, his heart is in a heavenly realm, the kingdom of God. 
 

d) For Paul there is an agonizing tension of living at the intersection of 
historical existence and the new creation of Christ’s kingdom. We already 
belong to a new creation, but it has not yet been fully realized. All Christians 
are living with the same tension: already and not yet. St. Augustine 
described it as having citizenship in 2 cities: the city of God and the city of 
man. These 2 realms exist simultaneously and are in contention with one 
another. The new creation mentioned in verse 15 cannot be understood apart 
from the cross of Christ. As Paul stated in 2nd Corinthians 5:17: “When 
anyone is united to Christ, there is a new world.” (New English Bible) 
Trying to live by the standards of this new world may appear foolish and 
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confusing to others, just as the cross is a stumbling block for many. It means 
adopting a standard of value that is opposed to the values of this world. For 
example, Christ had a special affection for the poor, the oppressed, the 
sinners, and the outcasts. That can be costly. I would point to the life of John 
Lewis as an example of the costliness of a Christian commitment in our 
world today. I am sure you can think of many others like Henry Langford of 
River Road. 
 

e) In verse 16 Paul uses the term “the Israel of God.” This is the only time that 
phrase occurs anywhere in the Bible. There are a great many opinions as to 
what it means: all the Jewish people, faithful Jews, the Christian church now 
joined with the Jewish people. I would choose the 3rd option. Paul is saying 
that “the Israel of God” now includes those who belong to Christ’s new 
creation, even uncircumcised Gentiles. 
 

f) In verse 17 Paul speaks of “the marks of Jesus branded on my body.” These 
were evidentially scars of persecution and injury suffered as a result of his 
evangelistic mission. We rarely face in our lives the difficult confrontations 
endured by Paul, but we all live in that tension of being in the world but not 
of the world. We had a good friend who kept a saying taped to her 
refrigerator door saying, “If I’m such a faithful Christian, then why am I 
such a good insurance risk?” 
 

g) The closing benediction of verse 18 follows a pattern found in Paul’s other 
letters. In the context of Galatians, it is important that Paul closes with this 
prayer for the grace of God to be showered upon the Galatian church. His 
message throughout the book has been our need to rely on God’s grace and 
not on human works as we struggle to work out our salvation. 
 

 
Questions for Reflection 
 
In verse 1 Paul advises that a church member guilty of transgressions should be 
restored in a spirit of gentleness. Is that in keeping with Paul’s harsh rejection of 
the false teachers requiring Gentiles to be circumcised? How do you think the false 
teachers should be treated? 
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Have you ever faced criticism, punishment, or persecution for a stance you have 
taken in defense of the standards of the Christian faith? Are you aware of others 
who have paid a high price for living by the values of Christ’s kingdom when 
confronted with an important ethical issue? 


