
 

 

“Seeing Truly” 
March 22, 2020 

First, take a few minutes to reflect on each of these questions.  If you were 
in our classroom, what would share with the group? 

 

Why do we tend to think that babies are beautiful, no matter how they look? 

 

What do we usually mean when we say “love is blind?” 
 

Can you imagine how “blind love” might be a positive thing? 
 
What kinds of things do we see when we look through loving eyes as opposed 
to regular ones? 
 
Why do we sometimes find it difficult to love some things enough to see them 
as beautiful? 
 
Extra Credit: Can you imagine how other class members might have answered 
these questions. 

 



 

 

The text for today 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; 
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.’  

Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And 
the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall 
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’  

Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders 
of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.’ But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look 
on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ He 
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

For additional insight to the passage see the other attachment 
“digging deeper 3.33.30.” 

  



 

 

Nikki’s Commentary 
View it here:  

https://faithlab.sharefile.com/share/view/s21a18cf84ae4c02a 

Or read the text in the other attachment “Nikki 3.22.20” 

 

How much stock do you put in first impressions?  

What do you notice first about someone?  

When have you been wrong about someone because of your first 
impression?  

What do you think God means when our text says, “The Lord looks on the 
heart.”  

Why then did the biblical writer include a description of David as “ruddy” and 
“handsome” with “beautiful eyes.”  

Why do you think the heart is the most important quality for God?  

Would you rather spend quality time with someone who had all the great 
physical attributes, or who had a great heart? Why? 
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“Tee Shirts” 

 
Viewer warning: You may take partial exception to the point of view in this 
music video.  The visuals strike me as finding intolerance wholly on the right 
of the social, political, and religious spectrum.  As for me, I find hatred 
everywhere, from all directions, all across the board.  Nevertheless, I include 
it in the lesson with that proviso.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PDOBxoImUg 

 

What does this video assert how we see and are seen?  

What qualities do many people assume make for a good or bad person? Do 
most faithful Christians have a different perspective?  

How does our character reveal itself to other people?  Why is it important to 
have our true character come out?  

What does God see that best reveals our character?  

How can we overlook surface impressions and embrace the true people 
whom God loves? 

 

Final Thought 
As Nikki concluded her video: 

“May we all try to see one another as God sees us and less like we are 
inclined to one another.” 

 



Nikki’s Video Script 

The text we are looking at today is found in 1 Samuel 16:1-13. It is the story of when Samuel the 
prophet anoints David to be King of Israel because God has come to regret making Saul king. 
Now, this event does not make David king. Saul is the most powerful man among the Israelite 
people and removing him from his post is not a matter of popular vote. 

 

Samuel is deeply grieved that Saul is not living up to the king he hoped he would be or that God 
anticipated that he would be. In Samuel’s grief, God points him to another way. God rejects 
Saul as king and tells Samuel to go to Jesse the Bethlehemite to find a king among his sons. 

 

We know this story. Samuel looks at the oldest son and God says ‘not him’. A second son comes 
and God says, ‘not him’. A third comes and again God says ‘No’. In all 7 sons come to be seen 
and all 7 are rejected as King. Of course in verse 7 we learn why. It says, “for the Lord does not 
see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

 

Samuel asks if there are other sons. They have to go out to the fields to get David where he is 
tending the sheep. You see David wasn’t even considered as an option by his father because he 
was the youngest son and we are given the impression that he was smaller and less strong than 
his older brothers. 

 

At this point in the biblical narrative, we are not really surprised that God chooses the youngest 
son. God seems to make a habit of giving power to different people than the world chooses to 
give power. In that world, the eldest had the power, but God was always helping out the 
youngest. In that world, Pharaoh had the power, but God helped out the slaves. In that world, 
you needed to be an insider to the group to have any power, but God often sent outsiders to 
help balance out the power in communities. And in today’s story, according to the pecking 
order of that world, Eliab, the oldest son should have been anointed King, but God said no. We 
are going to give it to David who is just a power and was not known for his strength or stature. 

 

Not much is different in our world. We consciously and unconsciously made judgments about 
people based on how they look. It is something we have to guard ourselves against. We lump 
whole groups of people together and make judgments about how they are going to act or what 
they will and won’t be good at doing. 

 



This is something every single one of us is guilty of doing. Remember what God says to Samuel, 
“for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart.” Looking at the outward appearance is simply what we do. It’s a part of the 
way we are built. The problem is when we think we don’t do this. It takes a conscious effort on 
our part to pay attention to when we make judgments about people based on their outward 
appearance and then we have to make mental notes for ourselves so that we don’t do the 
same thing the next time. 

 

May we all try to see one another as God sees us and less like we are inclined to one another. 



Digging Deeper 
 

Samuel’s fear—Samuel’s concerns about going to Bethlehem were well grounded. His home 
in Ramah was less than a day’s walk to the north, but Bethlehem was in the tribal land of 
Judah, the southernmost tribe and apparently not overly supportive of Saul. 
Saul had fallen victim to mental illness, exhibiting symptoms of a bipolar or manic-depressive disorder. 
The narrator attributed his condition to an evil spirit, the ancients’ 
standard way of explaining emotional or mental illnesses (1 Sam. 16:14). 
Samuel had recently derided Saul in public, declaring that God would give the kingdom 
to “a neighbor who is better than you” (1 Sam. 15:28). Samuel feared that this would make 
Saul even more paranoid: if word got out that he had traveled to Bethlehem to meet with 
the elders there, Saul might think he was fomenting rebellion among the southerners and 
arrange to have him killed. 
On the other hand, the Bethlehemite elders were not happy to see Samuel, either. They 
may have thought that Samuel was on a mission from Saul, sent to spy out any disloyalty 
or to pronounce some doom on the town. Thus, when Samuel arrived, they came out 
“trembling” and asked “Do you come peaceably?” 
The small artifice of claiming he had come to offer a sacrifice provided Samuel with an 
inarguable rationale for his travel to Bethlehem: God had sent him to offer a sacrifice, and 
he had a heifer in tow to prove it. 
 
Appearances—Samuel should have known that looks can be deceiving. Saul was such an 
unlikely choice when chosen by lot that he was not even present, but hiding among the 
people’s baggage. After being persuaded to come out, “When he took his stand among the 
people, he was head and shoulders taller than any of them.” Even Samuel appeared to have 
been initially impressed, and declared to the assembly: “Do you see the one whom the 
LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people” (1 Sam. 10:23-24). 
Saul must have been as handsome as he was tall, but those attributes were no guarantee of 
success. 
 
The eighth son—In biblical thought, the number seven sometimes indicates completeness 
or something special. Beyond the Bible, superstition has sometimes led people to believe 
that someone who was a seventh son—or even more so if the seventh son of a seventh 
son—might have special powers. 
As the eighth son, David may have been considered as one beyond the bounds of the 
seven, a visionary who could see beyond the limited horizons of ordinary people.  
 
God’s own heart—In 2002, Mark George published an academic article on the subject of how 
David was a man after God’s own heart. In The Catholic Biblical Quarterly (“Yhwh’s Own 
Heart,” CBQ 64:2002, pp. 442-459), George argued that the primary purpose of 1 Samuel 
16–2 Samuel 5—usually called the “History of David’s Rise”—was not to provide a political 
justification for David to replace Saul as king, as typically argued, but to demonstrate in 
word and deed just what was so special about David’s heart that God was inspired to choose 
him. 
George concluded that two primary characteristics of David’s heart set him apart: 
First, he pointed to the many instances in which David inquired of God before making a 
decision, which suggests an active prayer life and an ongoing dialogue between David and 



God. 
Second, he noted that while Saul’s relationship with God seemed to focus on carrying out 
cultic observances, David’s relationship with God was made evident not only through 
inquiring of God, but through declaring his trust in Yahweh (p. 453). 
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