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Explorer

RIVER ROAD CHURCH WELCOMES
DANIELLE SIMONE
Following an extensive search process, the

outstanding preschool program with a world-class
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Preschool Development Center of River Road Church

faculty. River Road’s curriculum design of learning

Palm Sunday &
Easter Egg Hunt

is excited to announce the selection of Danielle

through play is the perfect model for the ages of

Simone as our next Director! She will officially begin

students that we serve. I am eager to get to know our

her tenure June 1, 2019.

families and faculty and find ways to serve them in this

Danielle

currently

serves

as

Director

of

new role.”
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Westhampton Day School, a position she’s held for

Danielle describes her call to faith-based preschool

Youth Sunday

the past seven years. She has also taught Preschool

education this way: “Why do I do what I do? Children.

and Kindergarten at Good Shepherd Episcopal School

I love children and want to provide them with the

and was a Head Start educator in Chesterfield County

healthiest and most loving environment I can…I love

Schools. Danielle holds bachelor’s and master’s

being able to nurture children in a faith environment.

degrees in early childhood education.

I want them to learn that God loves them, and we do

Page 7
Historical Hallmark:
“The Man in the
Portrait”

Danielle is well-known and highly-regarded in area

too.”

education associations. She has previously served as

We warmly welcome Danielle to River Road

co-president of Richmond Area Directors (the local

Church. We are eager and excited for her leadership

preschool association). Under her capable leadership,

among us and we look forward to wonderful days
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Westhampton

ahead for our beloved preschool.

Preschool
Development
Center

Accreditation.

(804) 288-1131
www.rrcb.org
info@rrcb.org

Day

School

achieved

National

When asked why she felt led to River Road
Preschool, Danielle said, “River Road has an

If
note

you
of

would
welcome,

like
you

to

send

may

Danielle

reach

her

a
at

daniellesimone@riverroadpreschool.org.
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children’s

MINISTRY
LEFT PHOTO: 3RD-5TH GRADE
GAME NIGHT AT THE SUMNERS

Preschool Fun Morning
River Road’s Preschool Fun Mornings provide a wonderful opportunity to include River
Road Church Preschool Development Center’s (RRCP) preschoolers in an RRCB church
activity. The most recent Preschool Fun Morning brought several church member preschoolers
and their families together with RRCP children and their families. The children enjoyed games,
an art project, snack, outdoor play, a bible story, and songs while the parents were able to
fellowship and share the joys and tribulations of parenting preschoolers. It can be so helpful
(and comforting) as parents to compare notes with other parents.
Our children particularly enjoyed Preschool Fun Morning because they were able to
reconnect with some of their RRCP Preschool friends. Our son, Jay, grew up attending RRCP
and is now in kindergarten. One of Jay’s best preschool buddies was there with his younger
siblings. It was so touching to see these two friends discover each other again and start playing
together as if no time had passed since their preschool days. Our daughter, Adeline, currently
attends RRCP and was able to see one of her teachers from last year. Her teacher isn’t teaching
at the school this year but is a preschool mom who brought her boys.
Preschool Fun Morning was a great success in developing relationships between the church
and the Preschool. We hope to have more Preschool Fun Mornings and that the number of
River Road families and preschool families that attend continues to grow!
BY SARA HEISLER

Peak Experiences Outing
On Saturday, April 27 children in grades 1st-5th enjoyed a trip to Peak Experiences.
Each child got an opportunity to rock climb three times. It was amazing to watch the
kids climb the structures. I never realized how much perseverance, strength, and
thought goes into climbing. The most enjoyable thing I witnessed was the children
cheering each other to reach the top or just to climb to the next level. The children
and the parents who came had a great time.
BY SANDY ROONEY
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Palm Sunday/Easter Egg Hunt
On Palm Sunday, about thirty children led our processional with palms.
Pre-K through 5th grade children excitedly waved palms as they led the choir
and ministers down the aisle.
After our Palm Sunday service, we had two Easter Egg Hunts. Fortunately,
the rain held off that morning, and the children got to be outside to hunt eggs.
We had about forty children participate this year. Kindergarten children and
younger searched for about five hundred eggs in the courtyard. The older
children hunted for about thousand eggs on the large playground. Everyone
seemed to have a wonderful time, and found candy and surprises in their eggs.
Thank you to the youth and adults who helped hide the eggs, and those who
helped stuff the eggs.

BY SANDY ROONEY

Children’s Musical: “Malice in the Palace”
Fun times for our children’s choirs: rehearsing and performing a musical by Tom Long and Allen
Pote is always a great bonding experience for our children. “Malice in the Palace” gives us a modern
and even comical perspective on an important story from the Hebrew Bible.
BY BOB GALLAGHER
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youth

MINISTRY

BY MARNIE FISHER-INGRAM

Sunday Nights
The past couple of months have been a mix of
fun and meaningful conversation. We’ve cooked for
CARITAS, played games, discussed Jonah, had our
annual Peep War before Easter, and participated in
coloring in prayer activity. Sunday is a great chance
to fellowship, check-in, and for youth to be together.
Regular attendance has continued to climb over the
course of the year. It’s a reminder that youth truly
enjoy spending time together.

TFC-Youth
Wednesday nights continue to be a chance for youth to relax and laugh. If you spend any
amount of time with teenagers today you will quickly find out that they are stressed with
school work and other obligations. Wednesday continues to be a time for them to relax and
play.
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Gatherings
This past winter and spring, I offered various youth gatherings
by age. It was a chance to be together in a different environment
and perhaps try something new. With the Senior High we did an
escape room, and they have been over to my house for a potluck
and game night. The Middle Schoolers have also done an escape
room (they got out!), and we’ve gone to Boomerang Sports to jump
and climb. All of these have been fun and welcoming.

Youth Sunday
Youth Sunday was the
first Sunday of May, and it
was simply phenomenal. I’m
so grateful for the ways this
church continues to support
these

teenagers

who

are

figuring out who they are.

March Mission Madness

Youth lead all elements of

The Spring Retreat this year was to Williamsburg, Virginia

worship focusing on Psalm

for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) of Virginia’s March

30 and Acts 9:1-20. It was a

Mission Madness. It is a time when youth groups come together

meaningful service, and I am

from across the state for a weekend of Missions, Worship and

so inspired by the future that

Fellowship. I enjoy this trip immensely and it’s incredible to see

we have within this youth

our youth step out and try something new while on their mission

group. Thank you for being

sites. Worship is meaningful, and we always come back exhausted

a church that welcomes,

from a good time together.

supports and encourages these teenagers.
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music

MINISTRY
LEFT PHOTO: DANIEL SAÑEZ WITH
RAYMOND BREAKALL DISCUSSING
HARPSICHORD REFINEMENTS AND
REPAIRS
BY BOB GALLAGHER

Reflections on Recent Concerts
The E. Carl Freeman Concert Series aspires to present captivating music in a beautiful
space to the people River Road Church, of Richmond, and of its surroundings. It is our
aim to provide a meaningful and purposeful community outreach that enriches the lives
of all ages spiritually, culturally, and educationally through music. Musical expression is
necessary for our souls to thrive in a busy and often distracted world. As we reflect on
God’s grace and love toward us through musical creativity, we can bear witness by making
all things new through the gift of music. The Sanctuary of River Road Church was designed
not only as a house for worship, but also as a venue for concerts and musical outreach. We
cherish musicians and their unique abilities that are reflected in classical, choral, jazz, and
modern music. As we continue our long-standing tradition of the Concert Series, we invite
you to ask your friends, family, and neighbors to join us for future concerts.
During this current season, River Road hosted The Tallis Scholars, that celebrated
group of singers who specialize in Renaissance music. It gave me great pleasure to have
had the opportunity to introduce River Road Church to so many (former) strangers by
presenting that superb concert. Next season, on October 12 at 7:30 p.m., the renowned
all-male vocal ensemble, Chanticleer, will perform here.
On April 1, Bruce Stevens performed a beautiful recital that included major works
by Rheinberger and Franck. Mr. Stevens is well-known for his recordings of several of
Rheinberger’s organ sonatas, so his performances are informed by a thorough knowledge
of the composer, the instruments that he knew, and other instruments that were used in his
time.
Soprano Victoria Jackson’s recital on May 5 included arias from operas by Mozart and
Puccini and two art songs. The second and third portions of her recital was comprised of
sacred music — Weinberger’s “The Way to Emmaus” and spirituals set by Moses Hogan and
Hall Johnson.
River Road welcomed the Choir of the College of William and Mary for the final
concert of their spring tour. River Road choir member and music intern, Virginia Tilley, who
graduated from William and Mary on May 12, conducted the choir in a work by Buxtehude.
On March 10, harpsichordist Daniel Sañez, who serves as Director of Music and Liturgy
at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Richmond, performed a varied program which included
works by Frescobaldi, Couperin, Bach, and Scarlatti. He performed on Bob Gallagher’s
Hubbard French Double harpsichord, which was tuned, at Mr. Sanez’s request, to Rameau
temperament at the pitch of A392, giving the music an more authentic sound.
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historical

HALLMARK

BY FRED ANDERSON
HISTORY COMMITTEE

The Man in the Portrait
The newsletter contained a notice about the “E. Carl Freeman Concert Series” and
the newcomer thought that someone named E. Carl Freeman was going to perform. The
newcomer didn’t know if E. Carl Freeman was an opera singer or an harmonica player. And
the newcomer must have been perplexed when no one named E. Carl Freeman performed.
Who is E. Carl Freeman? He’s the man in the portrait hanging on the wall in the hallway
just opposite the Music Suite. And it is possible on occasion to spot him out in the pews at
one of the concerts in the series which honors his lifetime work.
For 42 years, 1968-2010, E. Carl Freeman, Jr., served as organist, choirmaster, and a
caring minister at River Road Church, Baptist. Prior to Richmond, the young musician,
fresh from studies at Peabody Conservatory, had served as director of music and organist
at University Baptist Church, Baltimore, where the pastor was Vernon Richardson. In
1965 Richardson came as pastor of River Road and soon the dream of a Sanctuary took hold. In
January 1968, Richardson turned to his former organist for professional guidance on an organ for
the new building. By September, Freeman had more than an organ to design. At age 32, he was the
Minister of Music for the Richmond church. His charge was “to develop at River Road Church a
music program of the first order.”
Carl Freeman fulfilled his charge. The high standard and quality of church music for which River
Road became widely known and greatly appreciated was largely developed by its longtime Minister
of Music. The magnificent organ, the choral music, the bell ringers, the renowned concerts, the
musical education for an entire congregation were all evidences of his handiwork.
The late Barbara Jackson observed Carl Freeman “grow from a musician-first to a minister in the
finest sense of the word.” She elaborated: “His caring attention to each person, his gracious listening
to each voice bending his ear, his words of comfort, his laughter, his vision of
what they all could become — all of this defines Carl Freeman.” And now the
newcomers can know the man in the portrait.
Following Carl Freeman’s retirement, River Road was fortunate to call
Robert “Bob” Gallagher as Minister of Music and, like his predecessor, organist
and choirmaster. He led the congregation to restore and enhance the organ
and pipes; and now the organ is “front and center” in the chancel for organ
concerts. In addition, he plans the superb concert series and in the last two
years has brought two world-class musical groups to the church: the St. Olaf
Choir and the Tallis Scholars. Bob continues the fine tradition of “a music
program of the first order.”
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MINISTRY

BY BOB SHOEMAKE

Centers Care for the City

Manchester, and vicinity was formed. This was the forerunner of

In 1779 the Capital of Virginia moved from Williamsburg to

the Richmond Baptist Association.

Richmond. The next year fourteen persons met for prayer and

In 1914, Richmond Baptists opened a pioneer institution, the

conversations about the need for churches in Richmond. As they

House of Happiness. It quickly became a lighthouse for the needy

prayed, the group was led to constitute the Richmond Baptist

in Richmond. Physical and spiritual needs were met in a loving,

Church (now First Baptist). Other churches began to emerge as

caring way.
As populations shifted and the needs of the people shifted,

Richmond grew.
From the beginning, the concerns of the Baptists were for the

the need for more centers became evident. In 1937, the South

physically and spiritually

Richmond work began. Shortly afterwards, in 1940, the Cary Street

destitute people arriving

Center opened; in 1943, the Fulton Baptist Chapel was started; and

in

in 1955, the Association opened its fifth center in South Richmond.

Richmond.

Caring

for these needs quickly

Communities continue to change, populations change, and

hallmark

needs of the residents continue to shift. The Baptist Centers have

of Baptists. To function

adapted well and continue to make a significant impact on those in

more

and

need. Now Richmond Baptists support three centers: Church Hill,

effectively, the Baptist

Oregon Hill, and South Richmond. RRCB is actively involved in the

Council

ministries of these centers.

became

the

efficiently
of

Richmond,

Oregon Hill Baptist Center
Oregon Hill offers counseling, small group Bible studies, family activities, and youth
gatherings. As the community has changed over the years, many of the ministries of the Center
have changed as well. Now Oregon Hill operates an emergency food pantry and provides some
financial assistance for those living in the 23219 and 23220 zip codes. RRCB’s First Sunday Food
Share collection helps supply the pantry.
One of the major areas of focus is their Homeless Ministry. Several unique opportunities
have emerged in this ministry. The Center offers lockers for use of the homeless. This gives
them a place to leave important papers, personal items, and some clothing. A mailing address is
also provided for those with no other option. With the help of volunteers, the homeless are also
provided a laundry drop off and pick up service once a week.
On Thursday mornings, a meal is provided for the homeless. There are approximately 80
homeless men and women who are served each week. The meal is prepared and served by local
church groups. River Road regularly participates in this significant ministry — currently led by
the WMU Connectors.
Jennifer Turner has been the director of Oregon Hill Center since 1996.
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The Church Hill Christian Wellness Center
Matthew 25:31-40 says, “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.” “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.”
I have been the Community Missionary for the Church Hill Christian Wellness Center (the
Well) in the East End, which shares space with Mt. Tabor Church on Fairmount Avenue, since
2005. “If I can help somebody as I travel along, then my living shall not be in vain” is my motto
and it has turned into my lifestyle. I am learning not to do Matthew 25:31-40 just because it
is something good to do, neither to gain favor in other’s eyes, nor because I think I will gain
brownie points with God, but to do it just because it’s who I am.
Our mission is to promote and nurture persons in the process of recognizing their God-given
gifts, talents, and abilities to empower themselves and others. Most of all, we are ministering
to the least of these by giving unconditional love while praying that they will receive it and pass
it on to others.
The ministries of the Well are Food Pantry, Bible Study, Clothes Closet, Bus Pass, gift cards
for food, providing Bus Tickets to safe havens or drug rehabs, Financial Assistance, Back-toSchool Celebration, and the Christmas Store. However, these are only tools to draw them. It
is not very difficult to feed those who are hungry when we have the resources available. Taking
them to get Birth Certificates, DMV Identifications, filling empty apartments with furniture, etc.
are our way of meeting an obvious need. But I have learned that those obvious needs are only
symptoms of a need that is deeper which can only be satisfied by accepting Jesus as their Lord
and Savior. Therefore, my heart’s desire is that everyone that crosses the threshold of the Well
will be saved.

South Richmond Baptist Center

BY GLINDA FORD, COMMUNITY MISSIONARY

complete job applications. Then I helped two other youth. One

In 1937, the South Richmond work began. It now carries out its

young man needed a bed to sleep on. [A bed] was offered by a friend

ministries in two locations, the Belt Boulevard location of The Saint

of mine, so we went to pick it up. Another young man needed food

Paul’s Baptist Church and a satellite location on Germain Road.

and transportation, so we took him along to pick up the bed. After

When asked about the main impact of the Center, the Director,
Rev. Wesley Garrett, quickly replied, “our food ministry.”
He continued: “I had a family call and tell me that they have
meats (chicken mostly) that we can give to the families that come

returning from the bed pick up and going by the local Goodwill
store, we found a bicycle for his transportation needs. We had to
rent a truck to get the bed and take him home with groceries and
the bike.

for food. We have not been able to purchase frozen foods in a while

“As soon as we are able to repair the annex building at the

because we just haven’t had the funds. The person donating the

Satellite location, we plan to start building the furniture and

food lives in Petersburg, and last week she donated over 40 large

clothing ministry. Right now the building needs work on walls,

packs of chicken wings which went quickly as we distributed the

ceilings and, of course, heating.

food. Going to Petersburg took up much of a day this week, she also
donated the two small freezers that held the food.”
When asked about a typical day, Wesley responded, “Today was
a typical day. I spent much of my time helping two of our youth

“We are trying to build our after school and weekend ministry
in the Satellite neighborhood, but it is moving very slowly. In the
winter months we did have some football Sundays where children
came over after church.”
BY BOB SHOEMAKE

Continue to pray for the Baptist Centers, bring food to the First Sunday Food Share, give to
special collections, and ask a member of the Board of Missions how you can do more to support
the centers. Visit rrcb.org/pastors-blog to read the full articles.

9

lent
AT R I V E R R O A D
BY ANNA PERRY MILLER

Deep Purpose in our Practice
What began weeks before with a Shrove Tuesday dinner led by our youth, culminated
in beautiful and meaningful worship on Easter Sunday. One last celebratory meal together
thrust us into the Lenten season and an Ash Wednesday service of reflection, penitence,
and reckoning with our mortality. Members came forward to have their foreheads marked
with ashes in the form of a cross, acknowledging our impending death, yet remembering
Christ’s offering of dying on the cross for salvation, our hope today and forever.
Throughout the Lenten season prayers of repentance were a significant part of our
worship. Time and energy were given to identifying with Christ’s sacrifice, though sacrifices
we willingly made. Study and worship highlighted Jesus’ life and teachings,
offering glimpses of the heart of God as displayed through Jesus Christ.
Holy Week provided opportunities of its own. Many traveled the labyrinth
prayer walk to draw closer to the Lord, seeking in the silence to rest in God’s
presence. Many have said that the Maundy Thursday night service ordered after
the last night of Christ’s life, is the most meaningful service of the church year
for them. To share in this service with Jesus is to move with him through his
betrayals, unjust trials, beatings, and finally his crucifixion. It stopped there…
in the quiet…
the dark…
the grieving for what has been lost, the light that’s gone out,
the willingness of God the Creator to show love in the most unexpected of ways
at the costliest price.
The service concluded in stillness.
Slowly we move into days of bearing the weight of this event, experiencing
a sense of loss, thoughtfully holding sorrow close to heart.
But, oh, the joy that comes on Easter Sunday when the lilies and beautiful
flowers, signs of life and newness, appear…when the cross in white is exposed
as empty… and we hear the cry, “He is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” We hear
the instruments and voices sing loudly with great joy and join our voices in the
great choir, “Alleluia!” What a beautiful worship service filled with hope and
abundant life on display.
What was lost has returned and somehow even better as a result. The light
shines now forever in the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it. God somehow turned our worst into that which overcomes even
death. Thanks to our God for his never-ending love.
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preschool

DEVELOPMENT CENTER

BY KAY STARKE

Spring is in the Air
River Road Church Preschool Development Center (RRCP) has been busy all year and spring
brings many fun filled events to our school. Our preschool attends chapel throughout the year
and this includes our Easter chapel. Parents are invited to the children’s chapel as the children
participate in story, songs and prayers.
We hosted our second family night. It was well
attended. There were various activities for the children
and the theme for the night was “Spring.” The live
reptile program was fascinating—the children were
able to touch and observe various reptiles. It was an
exciting night for all of us.
All of the classes participate in an Easter Egg Hunt.
Our parents hide the eggs and the children enjoy
searching for the treat-filled eggs. This activity is held
on the grounds near the Chapel and in the toddler
playground area.
Our spring program for our preschool is a wonderful
event. The children sing the many songs they have
learned in their weekly music class. Our families are
so impressed with the performances. In addition to
the

program,

we

have an art show
that showcases the
children’s
throughout

artwork
the

school year. RRCP
is indeed such a fun
place to work and
play.
Happy Summer!
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ChurcDha y
Work
The House and Grounds Committee would
like to thank those who came out to help
tidy the grounds at the Church Work Day
in March. Another opportunity will be
scheduled in the fall.
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