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Heritage and Core Values

River Road Church Is...

• A community of believers coming together from many faith traditions to worship 
and grow in Christian fellowship, focusing on those aspects of faith and practice 
that are shared while respecting differences as we journey together. Our practice is 
ecumenical in outreach and worship.

• Baptist in heritage, espousing core Baptist truths 
as foundational to our faith journey: the centrality 
of Christ, the priesthood of all believers, the 
freedom and right of individuals to interpret and 
apply scripture under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, the autonomy of the local church, and 
religious freedom.

• Encouraging of intellectual freedom in pursuit of 
a thoughtful faith, seeking always to learn about 
God’s nature and ways in the world, supporting 
a free pulpit, affirming women in ministry, 
welcoming intellectually challenging sermons, 
and encouraging lifelong Christian education and 
spiritual formation.

• Committed to worshipping in reverence and beauty a God who is both transcendent 
and imminent, following a liturgical style, and embracing a musical tradition rooted 
in sacred works by time-honored composers, while including a range of styles and 
periods.

• Serving God within our fellowship, our community, and the world by investing our 
energy and resources in ministries that reflect the character and likeness of Christ 
and follow His teachings.

• An open fellowship, welcoming all as full participants in our faith community and 
ministries, and believing all are equal in the sight of God and this congregation.
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Church History

River Road Church was formally constituted on April 14, 1946, with 66 charter 
members. A small band of dedicated people saw the need for a church in the rapidly 
developing western suburban area of metropolitan Richmond. An independent church 
from its start (not “split off” from any other congregation), River Road became a 
pioneer church with an “open door” membership policy. It met the diverse needs of the 
community by opening its membership to those from all Christian denominations.

After securing property on which to build their church, this early group of dreamers 
set out to determine the direction this church would take. A census of the community 
in the mid-1940s revealed more than 100 Baptist families in the area; therefore, the 
small group approached the Richmond Baptist Council for participation, as they also 
understood the eventual need for an established channel through which they could 
direct their mission work. This became the roots of River Road’s “Baptist heritage.”

Realizing the perseverance and determination of this devoted group, First Baptist 
Church of Richmond agreed to sponsor them, with the designation as a mission church 
to be called “University Chapel.” They first met on the campus of the University of 
Richmond, and soon the small chapel group was chartered as River Road Church. 
They later added the Baptist with a comma only to distinguish themselves from other 
churches being built along River Road.

Soon, once the property was cleared of 
undergrowth, debris, and several trees, 
the first structure, a brick fireplace, was 
built. This became the site around which 
the small congregation could worship and 
socialize. From this humble beginning, 
the founders further dreamed of the 
possibilities for River Road Church. (The 
original brick fireplace now stands in the 
center courtyard, is enjoyed by members 
of the congregation for special events, and 
serves as a reminder of how the church began.)

From the start, the charter members decided that the church would use a formal 
worship style with a music program of the first quality. Though many people in the 
community were of Baptist background, the founders discovered that a number of 
couples were made up of spouses from different Christian denominational backgrounds. 
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Thus, the church would be deliberately ecumenical and open to Christians of all walks, 
allowing families to worship together.

For the past seven decades, River Road Church, Baptist has been ably led by five 
distinguished pastors. They carried forth the vision of the early founders and fed the 
congregation spiritually through their spoken word from the pulpit. These pastors were: 
Dr. David Earl Browning (1947-1950); Dr. Woodrow Wilson Hasty (1950-1964); Dr. 
Vernon Britt Richardson (1965-1970); Dr. James Hoyt Slatton (1971-2003); and Dr. 
Michael James Clingenpeel (2004-2015). In 2016, Dr. Daniel Edgar Glaze began his 
tenure as the sixth pastor of River Road Church. 

The congregation grew in membership 
and witnessed the fruition of the founders’ 
dream with the completion of the 
buildings that now exist on the grounds 
at River Road and Ridge Road. More 
importantly, succeeding generations 
continued to embrace the core values of 
those 66 charter members. So even today 
the congregation holds to the truest of 
Baptist ideals, remains an independent 
church with a free pulpit, encourages 
freedom of thought and Biblical interpretation among its members, and incorporates 
a lay-lead style of governance. At the same time, the church maintains the sanctity of 
the founders’ belief in remaining ecumenical, embraces a worship style that is formal 
and inspiring to many across Christian denominations, offers an open communion, 
accepts any form of baptism for membership, and affirms women in ministry. These 
two very important ideals — Baptist and ecumenical — provide the fabric and thread 
with which River Road Church was created, supporting an ongoing open and welcoming 
environment for all who seek to further the Kingdom of God.

Sources:
• A History of River Road Church Baptist, 1946-1996: True to the Dream, G. Thomas 

Halbrooks, editor, Richmond, VA 1996 (official church history)
• An Historical Guide of River Road Church, Baptist by Eleanor F. Smart, 1969, 

Church Archives RRCB Annual Reports, Reports of the Historian, Church Archives
• A Capsule History of River Road Church, Baptist, by Fred Anderson
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Living the Vision for Seventy Years

River Road Church was formally constituted on April 14, 1946, with 66 charter 
members. (The charter with the signatures of the charter members is framed and hangs 
in the Narthex of the Sanctuary.) Dr. Oscar Hite, Wilton Thomas, and Dr. Donald Daniel 
initially formulated the dream for this church. They began organizing a small band 
of dedicated people who saw the need for a church in the rapidly developing western 
suburban area of metropolitan Richmond. From the beginning this church was not 
founded as a “split-off” from any other congregation. That early group dreamed of a 
church that would offer an “open door” membership policy meeting the diverse needs of 
the people of the community from all denominations.

This was a group of people who had a vision and the determination to see that vision 
fulfilled. An early charge of the group was to secure property on which to build their 
church. They negotiated the purchase of four acres of land at the northwest corner 
of River and Ridge Roads for a price of $10,000. Soon after this purchase they began 
seeking financial backing and recruiting members.

An early census of the community revealed more than 100 Baptist families in the 
area; therefore the small group approached the Richmond Baptist Council as they also 
understood the eventual need for an established channel through which they could 
direct their mission work. This became the roots of our “Baptist heritage.”

Realizing the perseverance, dedication, and determination of this pioneering group, 
First Baptist Church of Richmond agreed to sponsor them with the designation as a 
mission church to be called “University Chapel.” They first met on the campus of the 
University of Richmond, and soon the small chapel group was chartered as River Road 
Church. They later added the Baptist with a comma only to distinguish themselves from 
other churches being built along River Road.

Soon, once the property was cleared of undergrowth, debris, and several trees, the first 
structure, a brick fireplace, was built. This became the site around which the small 
congregation could worship and socialize. Real estate taxes on the property no longer 
had to be paid for now it was being used for religious purposes.

From the start the charter members decided that the church would use a formal worship 
style including a music program of the first quality. It would also be deliberately 
ecumenical and open to Christians of all walks allowing families to worship together.

After studying books pertaining to church architecture and other church plans, they 
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employed a distinguished church architect from Boston to create the basic overall 
church design most suitable for the corner site. He conceived the idea of three buildings 
with each representing a different era in the early history of church architecture. It was 
agreed that the first building would be the Chapel House of early colonial design (1950). 
As the congregation grew and space in the chapel was limited, the second phase or 
educational building of Georgian colonial design was built. The multi-purpose space of 
what is now known as Fellowship Hall was converted to be our place of worship (1957).

The congregation continued to grow in membership and the Sanctuary building of 
classic colonial architecture was constructed between the two existing buildings with the 
first service held in 1969. Later additions include the Columbarium Memorial Garden 
directly behind the Chapel (1997) and an education and music wing which connected the 
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall (2001).

For the past seven decades, River Road Church, Baptist, has been ably led by five 
distinguished pastors who carried forth the vision of the early founders and fed us 
spiritually through their spoken word from the pulpit:
 Dr. David Earl Browning  1947-1950
 Dr. Woodrow Wilson Hasty 1950-1964 
 Dr. Vernon Britt Richardson 1964-1970
 Dr. James Hoyt Slatton  1971-2003
 Dr. Michael James Clingenpeel 2004-2015
 Dr. Daniel Edgar Glaze  2016-Present

The architecture and worship style of River Road Church, Baptist, is magnificent and 
exudes a mystery and grandeur amidst its Christian symbolism, but it is the strength 
of the people, not only the ministers but the lay leaders, those with a vision and 
commitment to that vision over the last seventy years and into the future which makes 
us who we are. It is not merely bricks and mortar.

Sources:
A History of River Road Church Baptist, 1946-1996: True to the Dream, G. Thomas 
 Halbrooks, editor, Richmond, VA 1996 (official church history)
An Historical Guide of River Road Church, Baptist by Eleanor F. Smart, 1969, Church 
 Archives 
RRCB Annual Reports, Reports of the Historian, Church Archives
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Organization and Governance

In accordance with Baptist polity, River Road Church is governed by its congregation, 
which acts under its Constitution and By-Laws both in business session and through a 
system of boards, councils, and committees. Each year the church elects a Moderator, 
a Clerk, a Treasurer, a Sunday School Director, and one or more assistants for those 
officers. The congregation also elects members of the constituent groups, usually for 
three-year overlapping terms. Following are the boards and councils and their functions:

• Board of Deacons
• Maintains general oversight of the church membership, advising and assisting the 

Pastor in matters relating to the spiritual life of the church, and in ministering to 
the membership.

• Distributes the elements of the Lord’s Supper and assists with worship services.
• Administers discreetly monies from the Fellowship Fund to assist with pressing 

financial needs of the members of the congregation and the community.
• Coordinates care groups that serve as links between individual members of the 

congregation and church staff and leaders.

• Board of Administration
• Oversees the financial operation and condition of the church, including budgeting, 

stewardship, property management, facilities use and, in consultation with the 
Pastor, personnel policies.

• The by-laws of the Board of Administration divide the Board’s responsibilities 
among seven standing committees, including personnel, finance, and stewardship.

• Board of Missions
• Promotes Christian outreach and service by the church, its organizations, and 

individual members.
• Develops and implements programs and projects of gift and service in cooperation 

with mission fellowships in the church and community service organizations.

• Board of Christian Education and Spiritual Formation
• Determines educational goals consistent with the general philosophical 

orientation of the church and sets standards for leadership.
• Organizes and manages educational programs, recruits leaders and teachers for 

them, and selects curriculum resources.
• Coordinates a full range of Sunday School activities for children and youth in 

addition to Sunday School classes and various discussion groups and special 
events for adults.
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• Board of Trustees
• Holds title to church properties and performs such duties as required by law, 

subject to the approval of the church.

• Coordinating Council
• Consists of the Pastor and the chairs of the four boards.
• Meets quarterly to facilitate communication between the congregation, the staff, 

and the various church constituent groups to coordinate church programs and 
ministries. 

• When the church is without a Pastor, the chair of the Finance Committee and one 
representative of the church staff join the Council; and it functions as an Executive 
Committee with general responsibility to operate the church and oversee the 
employees.

• Building and Property Council
• Oversees all planning and construction of the church buildings and grounds 

except general maintenance and repairs.

• WMU Connectors (formerly Woman’s Missionary Union)
• Is recognized by the church bylaws as an official fellowship of the church.

• Standing Committees
• In addition to the above-named boards, councils, and fellowships the church 

bylaws also establish a system of 16 standing committees to coordinate specific 
areas ranging from art to ushers. The bylaws also authorize the congregation 
to form other special committees as needed to further the ministry goals of the 
church. 

• Arts Committee 
Duties — to plan and coordinate activities for children youth and adults 

• Auditing Committee 
Duties — to oversee an audit of the Financial Secretary’s books and records 
annually 

• Baptismal Committee 
Duties — to assist the pastor and Church staff in the preparation and conduct of 
all services of baptism 
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• Chancel Committee 
Duties — to be responsible for providing and arranging the paraments, flowers, 
candles, and decorations of the sanctuary and chapel for all worship services 
and special services. 

• Columbarium Memorial Garden Committee 
Duties — to oversee the Columbarium including all guidelines 

• Communications Committee 
Duties — to facilitate internal and external communications 

• History Committee 
Duties — to be responsible for recording the history of the church and 
organizing and preserving all records 

• Lord’s Supper Committee 
Duties — to prepare the elements and arrange the communion table, linens, and 
communion silver for all services 

• Member Engagement Committee 
Duties — to develop and coordinate specific procedures both to identify and 
recruit new members to join the Church; to develop and coordinate specific 
procedures to identify and encourage less active and inactive members to 
become more active. 

• Music Committee 
Duties — to determine the goals of the music programs of the Church and 
set standards of leadership; to oversee the music programs and assist in the 
planning of programs and the recruitment of program leaders, including the 
Minister of Music.   

• Preschool Development Center Committee 
Duties — to develop policies and objectives for the operation of the weekday 
early childhood education programs sponsored by the Church; to review the 
appointment of all faculty members as well as the financial records of the 
programs 

• Recreation Committee 
Duties — to plan and coordinate recreational activities for children, youth and 
adults
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• Social Committee 
Duties – to arrange and coordinate all social activities as requested by the 
Church staff 

• Tellers Committee 
Duties – to have primary responsibility for recording, safeguarding and 
depositing to Church accounts all offerings received during regular and special 
worship services 

• Transportation Committee 
Duties – to be responsible for the recruitment, training, and scheduling of 
drivers of both church and personal vehicles to provide transportation for 
church members to church services, programs and activities 

• Ushers Committee 
Duties – to be responsible for the recruitment, training and coordination of 
ushers for all services of worship and other services as requested by the Church 
staff

• River Road Church, Baptist Endowment Fund
• The Endowment Fund of River Road Church was established in 1967. It is a 

separate charitable corporation whose sole purpose is to further the mission and 
programs of River Road Church and to provide funding for causes and activities 
that the church itself would support if it had sufficient resources. The Fund is 
administered by a 12-member, self-selecting board of directors, all of whom are 
church members. At present, the Endowment Board is committed to providing 
annual support to the church equal to at least 3.5% of its fund value. The Pastor 
attends the meetings of the Endowment Board but is not a voting member.
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Denominational Relationships and Affiliations
“Baptist in Heritage; Ecumenical in Outreach”

Since its beginning, River Road Church, Baptist has chosen to be a cooperative church, 
not only participating in ministries and other community initiatives with various 
denominational bodies, but also accepting participation in its own membership 
individuals from all denominations. Membership is welcome to all, regardless 
of background or expression of Christian faith (rebaptism is not a requirement). 
Freedom of thought is encouraged and embraced. For this reason varying beliefs and 
interpretations are held and expressed throughout our congregation. This breadth of 
thought can prove challenging but also rewarding, as it helps us grow as disciples and as 
a community of faith.

As an autonomous and self-governing church, River Road Church recognizes the 
importance of joining both with other communities of Christian believers in ministry 
and mission and also with those of other faiths in community and relationship-building. 
For that reason, River Road Church is affiliated with the following organizations:

River Road Church also values the use of numerous educational resources within our 
Christian Education ministry, including but not limited to the Formations Adult Sunday 
School curriculum (Smyth & Helwys); Nurturing Faith Journal and Bible Studies 
(formerly Baptists Today); FaithElement online curriculum; book studies; etc.

• The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF)

• CBF of Virginia
• River City Faith Network (formerly 

Richmond Baptist Association)
• Baptist General Association of 

Virginia
• Baptist Joint Committee for 

Religious Liberty
• Baptist World Alliance
• CrossOver Healthcare Ministry
• Interfaith Council of Greater 

Richmond

• Baptist Center for Ethics/Ethics 
Daily

• Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond

• Virginia Baptist Historical Society
• GraceInside – Virginia’s Prison 

Chaplain Service
• CARITAS
• MICAH Initiative
• Passport, Inc. Camps
• Virginia Baptist Women in Ministry
• Virginia Institute of Pastoral Care
• Rise Against Hunger
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The Church in Mission and Fellowship

According to ancient wisdom, the relationship of people with each other and with God is 
like a wheel. The whole of humankind is represented by the rim of the wheel; individual 
people are the spokes; and God is the center, supporting hub. When we look at the 
wheel, we notice that the closer the spokes move toward the hub, the closer they move 
toward one another. We also see that the reverse is true. The closer the spokes move 
toward one another, the closer they are to the hub. Thus is the experience found at River 
Road Church. When we worship together and demonstrate our love for God, not only 
does our relationship with God grow, but we grow closer to our neighbors. Likewise, 
when we gather together in smaller groups for education, ministry, and fellowship, like 
the spokes on a wheel, we grow closer to each other. As we grow closer to each other 
in this way, we also grow closer to God. Our small groups and ministries provide the 
space to channel our love for God into action and to get to know and love one another 
and our neighbors as God loves each of us. Following is a list of our Ministries in Action 
(missions) and Small Group Educational and Fellowship Opportunities:

Ministries in Action

• Bland County serves as a site for construction teams from our church to repair 
homes and provide care in southwest Virginia.

• Baptist Centers of Richmond (Church Hill Wellness Center, Oregon Hill Baptit 
Center, and South Richmond Baptist Center) serve their local communities and we 
support their causes by providing meals for homeless ministries and donating to 
food pantries, clothes closets, and other collections

• Camp Alkulana is a camp located in Millboro Springs, Virginia. Since 1917, it 
has served as a summer retreat for city-of-Richmond youth. Teams go annually to 
clean and repair the camp to get it ready for the coming summer. This ministry also 
provides scholarships and other financial support for access to camp for low income 
children.

• CARITAS provides on-site housing and food 
for homeless in Richmond. Our church provides 
housing through this organization twice a year. 
Many members and small groups assist in 
numerous ways to provide hospitality to our 
guests during their stay.
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• Catch the Spirit is led by a special subcommittee of the Board of Missions to 
encourage the congregation to become more engaged in missions. The effort is 
funded by a grant from the Endowment Fund. The first initiative was a partnership 
for missions and outreach with Westover Baptist Church. The committee is now 
accepting grant applications from the congregation to start new mission projects.

• Circulo de Costura (Sewing Circle) is a ministry of sewing and fellowship for 
women at CrossOver Clinic. The group’s was funded by the Catch the Spirit grant.

• Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Global Missions supports long-term field 
personnel serving in 30 countries, 50 Student. Go interns and hundreds of short-
term mission teams annually. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, CBF aims to cultivate 
beloved community, bear witness to Jesus Christ, and seek transformational 
development among people and places otherwise forgotten and forsaken. Our field 
personnel serve alongside congregations within three primary contexts: global 
poverty, global migration and the global church. CBF’s mission is to serve Christians 
and churches as they discover and fulfill their God-given call to serve. At the 
forefront of the modern missionary movement, Baptists have been forming together 
for more than two centuries to make disciples of all nations.  

• CrossOver Healthcare Ministry provides medical support and other volunteer 
and financial support for immigrants and those without insurance.

• Fellowship Fund assists members of the congregation and community with 
financial emergencies. This fund is managed and funds are distributed in a discreet 
manner by the Board of Deacons.

• Hands & Hearts: A Family Mission Experience is a new endeavor for our 
church. This trip will take families of all varieties to Nickelsville, Virginia, where they 
participate in a number of missions experiences.

• Homebound Card Ministry, Scarf Ministry, and Pillowcase Ministry are 
examples of other caring ministries that were started by individual members or staff.

• Meals on Wheels delivers meals to those who are homebound.

• MICAH Initiative participants provide tutorial and other volunteer services to 
students and faculty at Oak Grove Elementary (City of Richmond). The church 
supports Oak Grove with numerous projects throughout the year including collecting 
canned goods for their food pantry, backpacks filled with food for students to have 
over school breaks, and more.
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• Missions Offerings support CBF Global Missions at home and abroad, state 
missions of the WMUV and BGAV (Alma Hunt Offering), the Thanksgiving 
offering for local food ministries, and Baptist disaster relief efforts around the 
world.

• Panama Mission Trips involve several of 
our members who have medical and dental 
backgrounds, and many who do not. These teams 
travel to Panama and over several days, serving 
alongside other ministry groups, providing 
medical and dental services to the native 
population. 

• Prison Ministry members make monthly visits to Bon Air Juvenile Correctional 
Center, spending time with the young people there, visiting and caring for them. 
They also make semi-annual visits to the Richmond City Jail and coordinate the 
provision of clothing, camp scholarships, and Christmas gifts for families of those 
incarcerated.

• Renew Crew/Toolbox Ministry helps finance, build, and install ramps and other 
home repairs for those in need.

• Stephen Ministry is a specific program requiring training and ongoing support 
for its participants. Trained members provide crisis support to other River Road 
members as needed. Support is confidential.

• Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) pulls numerous members and 
guests together twice a year to pack thousands of food packs for world hunger. Many 
members participate in events like these held at other organizations, too.

• Summer Youth Mission Trip is typically an annual event and provides 
opportunities for the church’s youth to experience various mission opportunities. 
Trips are sometimes associated with Passport, Inc. Camps or other organizations.

• Vacation Bible School is held yearly and provides a traditional summer Bible 
School experience for one week. It is open to all children in the community.

• WMU Connectors (formerly Woman’s Missionary Union) is a women’s 
group that supports missions. They meet monthly to develop and organize missions 
opportunities in the community.



Page 16

Small Group Education, Spiritual Formation, and Fellowship

We offer small groups for study and fellowship, along with various opportunities for 
spiritual growth.

• Art Classes are held yearly, taught by one of 
our own members.

• Basketball and Softball teams compete 
seasonally in interchurch leagues.

• Book Lovers group meets monthly.

• The Comma Club meets once a month for lunch and a program at the church. On 
occasion the group plans a day trip in pursuit of their constant curiosity and desire to 
learn new things. Primarily made up of senior adults, though it is not a requirement; 
anyone interested in a program or trip is invited. 

• Evening Bridge group gathers monthly.

• FIXERS (Frequently Ingenious eXtremely Energetic Righteous Servants) 
meet bi-monthly for fellowship and church maintenance.

• FLO (For Ladies Only) is a senior adults, widows and single women’s support 
group that meets monthly for lunch and other outings.

• Friday Night Fun and Games is an 
intergenerational evening of board, card, and 
other games for members of all ages (held 
occasionally).

• The Huddle  is a men’s group that meets on 
Wednesday mornings to minister to one another, 
learn together through book study, and hold 
one another accountable for their faith journeys. This small group caps at about 
eight men, but the church is open to hosting a second group, should there be enough 
interest.

• Joyful Hearts is a Women’s Bible Study group that meets weekly, choosing various 
books and topics of study for each series of sessions.
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• Labyrinth Walk & Personal Meditation is held at least twice a year (New Year’s 
Eve and Holy Week). Our canvas labyrinth is available in our Fellowship Hall to 
provide a meditative space to “take a pilgrimage.” We provide guided meditations as 
well as letting you explore on your own.  

• Men’s Fellowship Breakfast provides a monthly early morning fellowship and 
prayer opportunity for men.

• Special Services are held during the year to 
enhance our worship of God and our community. 
We hold baptismal services (usually two to 
three per year, chapel), Starlight Service of 
Remembrance for Advent (chapel), Epiphany 
Service (chapel), Ash Wednesday (sanctuary), 
Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae (sanctuary), 
and summer vespers services (chapel, July-
August). 

• Stations of Cross are provided in our Fellowship Hall to allow you to walk the path 
of Jesus during the week between Palm Sunday and Easter through paintings and 
readings below each step in the journey.  

• Sunday School Classes are available for adults of all ages and interests. Classes 
meet between 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. before worship. 

• Discovery Class (Age: 30s and 40s) is an interactive, lively discussion group 
about faith and life in the “real world.” The class is taught by Frank Kendall, 
who leads the class through themed series based on Biblical texts and other 
resources. Social events and mission projects are held on a monthly basis (both 
family and adult only). Class begins at 10:00 a.m. and meets in room 145 near 
Chapel Hall. 

• Faith Walk Class is a small, participation-oriented class which strives to 
create a trusting, caring Christian community for members. A round-table 
discussion format lends itself to sharing thoughts about such things as a 
Christian perspective on current events or discovering the practices of spiritual 
disciplines. Topics are based on mutual interest and are intended to guide our 
path as we walk in faith through our daily lives. The class meets in room 104 off 
the Lower Commons.
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• Fellowship Class (Age: retired men and women) is a group of retired men 
and women meeting to study the Bible using the Formations Sunday School 
literature. Team teachers lead the group in a lecture/discussion format in a 
spiritual journey of good fellowship. The class meets in room 232 off the Upper 
Commons. 

• Friendship Class is composed of a group of caring, diverse, multi-talented 
individuals who support each other and extend their concern of support to 
mission activities sponsored by the church such as CARITAS, the Christmas 
Stores, and Camp Alkulana, among others. Outside the church members also 
participate with Meals-on-Wheels through FeedMore. Various class members 
provide the teaching leadership and the class frequently uses the Formations 
literature, but also includes book reviews and topics of interest determined 
by class members. This class was formed over 55 years ago and continues to 
welcome new members. The class meets in room 228 off the Upper Commons. 

• Life Class (Age: couples forties and beyond) is a fellowship which seeks to 
discover Bible truths to help with practical matters in daily living. The class 
explores a variety of literature resources, book studies, video series and small 
group discussion material, all of which are biblically focused. The class regularly 
makes use of the “Nurturing Faith” series from Baptists Today which chooses 
texts from the Revised Common Lectionary for each Sunday.  The class meets in 
room 143 near Chapel Hall.

• New Horizons Class (Age: adult men and women) is a group of single and 
married adults, ranging in age from the fifties and beyond. The curriculum is 
planned by the class. Study topics are rotated on a periodic basis. Resource 
materials include the “Nurturing Faith” series from Baptists Today which 
is based on the Revised Common Lectionary, books written by Christian 
theologians or writers, and books covering contemporary social and life issues. 
Activities include class parties and recreational socials. The class regularly 
participates in missions opportunities sponsored by the church. Discussion is 
led by class members or by outside speakers. The class meets in room 106 in the 
Lower Commons.

• Robert Smart Class is named in memory of longtime River Road Church 
Sunday School Director Robert Smart, this class consists of adults ages 35-55. 
Most participants are married and have children but there are some singles 
in the group. The class is taught by Ed Pruden who bases his lessons on the 
lectionary readings for that week or on other topical subjects and books. 
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Members of the Smart class plan several social events throughout the year 
and participate in class and church sponsored missions activities. This class 
meets in the Adult Assembly Room, off the Lower Commons, at 9:50 am for 
fellowship, and the lesson begins at 10 am. 

• Shepherd-Holland Bible Study Class (Age: All adult ages) is an 
intergenerational group of adults who bring rich theological and personal 
experiences to their study of the Bible and share ideas from various 
commentary sources. The studies are chosen by the class and proceed verse 
by verse for a deeper understanding of the scriptures. Dr. Thomas Graves, 
President Emeritus of the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, provides 
stimulating, in-depth lessons that evoke much discussion and reflection. The 
class supports local mission projects, sponsors the Holland Lectures (formerly 
known as the Catacombs Lectures), and enjoys a weekly newsletter that 
enhances collegiality. This class meets in Room 102 off the Lower Commons 
and is named for the late Mr. Robert Shepherd, Esq. and Dr. Henry Holland. 

• Yoga meets weekly led by a certified Yoga instructor. 

• Young Adults Ministry: Amicitia: Amicitia — latin for Friendship — is a group 
of young adults, 20- to 30-somethings who share life together through fellowship, 
friendship, and spiritual growth through mission service and learning opportunities.
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Thoughtful Faith Community (TFC)

Thoughtful Faith Community (TFC) 
is a time for our congregation to come 
together for fellowship and education. 
The schedule has been aligned the 
schedule to allow children, youth, and 
adults to participate more fully. Additionally, intergenerational and mission activities 
have been included, as well as youth opportunities and new children’s programming.

Wednesdays, 4:30-7:15 p.m.
• River Road Camerata (4:30-5:15 p.m.)
• Wednesday Night Dinner (5:15-6:15 p.m.)
• Cherub & Carol Choir Rehearsal (5:45-6:30 p.m.)
• Crusader Choir Rehearsal (6:00-6:45 p.m.)
• TFC-Youth Study Hall (6:00-7:15 p.m.)

• Youth are invited to attend any TFC-Adults or TFC-Kids programs
• TFC-Adults Continuing Education (6:15-7:15 p.m.)
• TFC-Kids Recreation, Missions Education, & Bible Study (6:45-7:15 p.m.)

• Pre-K to 2nd graders staying after choir have recreation 6:15-6:45 p.m.

Dinner 5:15-6:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
As a church family, a meal is served around tables in the Fellowship Hall from 5:15-6:15 
p.m. During this time of fellowship, announcements, birthdays and anniversaries, and 
prayer concerns are shared. The dinner menu includes meat, vegetarian, and children’s 
entrées, along with a variety of sides including a salad bar, vegetables, and dessert.
Reservations are required on Mondays before the dinner. You may make your 
reservation by contacting the church office. When you make your reservation, please 
indicate how many vegetarian and children’s entrées you’d like for your family.

Weekly Costs: Adults & Youth – $7/each; Children – $3/each; Family Max – $20

Standing Reservations are offered before the start of a new semester of programs. 
The pre-paid reservation provides a 10% discount from the normal price, so you 
can miss a Wednesday or two and maintain the convenience of having a standing 
reservation. The deadline to sign-up and pre-pay is anytime before the first dinner in 
September and January. To make your standing reservation, please call the Church 
Office (804-288-1131) and mail your payment, or make your reservation and pay online 
through Access ACS.
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TFC-Kids
• Pre-K to 2nd Grades

• Cherub & Carol Choir Rehearsal, 5:45-6:30 p.m., Youth Choir Room
• TFC-Kids, 6:30-7:15 p.m., Chapel Hall

• 3rd to 5th Grades
• Crusader Choir Reheasal, 6:00-6:45 p.m., Adult Choir Room
• TFC-Kids, 6:45-7:15 p.m., CH #141

TFC-Kids includes study of the Bible, Recreation, 
Intergenerational gatherings with other age 
groups, and Missions study and projects. This 
Wednesday evening activity set has been created 
to help serve our children and their families on Wednesday nights.

The children will be following a rotation model: with a Bible story time, recreation, 
intergenerational evenings, and missions education time. Bible story nights are two 
weeks at a time to allow the children to learn a story, and then present the story to other 
children the following week. Missions education will be learning from missionaries that 
visit our church, learning about other missionaries around the world, or other missions 
we do here at River Road such as CARITAS. Intergenerational nights will bring adults, 
youth, and children together. 

TFC-Youth Study Hall, 6:00-7:15 p.m., Youth Area
Following dinner on Wednesdays, from 
6:00 – 7:15 p.m. the youth have a study 
hall and fellowship opportunity in the 
youth area. This is time for students 
to do homework, get help with schoolwork, and interact with their peers. Additionally, 
youth are invited to attend and assist with TFC-Kids recreation, and youth are always 
welcome to take part in TFC-Adults as they so desire.

TFC-Adults, 6:15-7:15 p.m., Assembly Room, Fellowship Hall, or Sanctuary
Adult programs continue to be 
interesting and fun educational 
programs led by our congregation, 
ministerial staff, and outside speakers. 
Also look for special Wednesday evenings where all ages will come together for multi-
generational and intergenerational learning and service opportunities.
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Music and River Road Church

Music is an essential aspect of River Road Church’s work to advance the Kingdom of 
God. A vibrant music ministry is consistently mentioned by members of River Road 
Church as a central part of why they were drawn to the church, and why they continue 
to attend. As a testimony to this, in 2014 River Road Church undertook a capital 
campaign primarily for the restoration / modernization of the sanctuary pipe organ. In 
approximately four months, the campaign goal of $1.5 million was met and exceeded, 
with total pledges of over $2 million. The music ministry of River Road Church has long 
been recognized locally and regionally for its tradition of excellence.

Music at River Road Church is rooted in the work of time-honored composers of the 
“classical” tradition, while embracing a wide range of styles and periods. Recent regular 
worship services have included works by J.S. Bach, William Harris, Richard Farrant, 
Robert Schumann, Jane Marshall, K. Lee Scott, Edward Bairstow, Moses Hogan, and 
G.F. Handel. The service for All Saints’ Day 2015 featured Maurice Durufle’s Requiem. 
River Road Church currently uses the Presbyterian Hymnal (Hymns, Psalms, and 
Spiritual Songs; 1990, Westminster/John Knox Press).

From the earliest days of River Road Church, it was the intention of the founders that 
the music ministry be of the highest quality. From 1968-2010, E. Carl Freeman was the 
Minister of Music at River Road Church. In that time, Mr. Freeman built on the music 
program’s beginnings and aspirations, transforming it into one of the premier church 
music ministries in the region. Since 2011, Robert P. Gallagher has continued and built 
upon that tradition.

Some of the core aspects of the music ministry are as follows:

1. Sanctuary Organ: Opus 10590 of the M.P. 
Möller Company, installed 1970, enlarged 
1980, four manuals, 65 ranks, over 3500 
individual pipes. According to one external 
consultant, “It is the best Möller of its 
period I’ve encountered.” A comprehensive 
mechanical overhaul of the instrument was 
begun in 2015, including replacement of the 
original console. The organ will be re-installed 
in the second half of 2016. (While the restoration is taking place, a temporary 
electronic organ is being used to support worship services.)
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2. Chancel Choir: Includes ~40 members, 
mostly volunteers, along with several paid 
section leaders. This group sings for regular 
Sunday and special services, such as Maundy 
Thursday and Christmas Eve. The Chancel 
Choir gives two concerts per year with 
orchestra, one during Advent, and one in late 
Spring. The group has sung for the dedication 
of local churches and at Washington National 
Cathedral. In 2014, members of the Choir travelled to Canterbury Cathedral, 
England, where they were the choir-in-residence for a period of five days, leading 
Sunday morning service and several evensongs in that historic building.

3. Handbells: River Road Church has had adult ringers consistently since 1977, 
currently ~15 members, featured in Sunday worship services one to two times per 
month. There are also youth and children’s handbell choirs. River Road Church is 
blessed to have a five-octave set of handbells from the Whitechapel Bell Foundry 
of London. There are additional sets of bells from the firms of Schulmerich and 
Malmark. The handbell ministry is supported by paid assistants. In 2016, a Family 
Handbell Choir began which consists of adults, youth, and children ringing together.

4. Youth and Children’s Choirs: Includes 
Youth Choir (grades 6-12), Crusader Choir 
(grades 3-5), Carol Choir (grades 1-2), and 
Cherub Choir (preschool). The children 
and youth choirs participate regularly in 
Sunday morning worship. They also present 
the annual Christmas Pageant and a Spring 
Musical. More recently, the River Road 
Camerata was formed to provide youth a more 
intensive musical training experience. This group is by audition or invitation, and is 
made up of children from grades 3 to 12, follows the Voice for Life curriculum of the 
Royal School of Church Music, and has already sung for several worship services. 
The children and youth music ministry is supported by paid assistants.

5. Concert Series: Now in its 47th year, the E. Carl Freeman Concert Series is a 
well-known and much beloved facet of River Road Church’s local outreach and 
ministry. The concert series includes approximately ten performances per year and 
has featured many outstanding, internationally-known artists, including John Scott 
(Organist-Choirmaster, St. Paul’s Cathedral, London); Shanghai String Quartet; 
Frederick Swann; Eugenia Zuckerman; and Manhattan String Quartet.
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Children’s Ministry and River Road Church

Our children’s ministry offers opportunities for children and their families to become 
disciples of Jesus. They learn to love God and love their neighbors as themselves by 
learning scripture, learning music, fellowshipping together, participating in worship, and 
serving others. 

We at RRCB value children as a unique creations and gifts from God. As a church, we 
make a commitment during our parent/child/church dedications that we will be models 
of faith and love to these families and especially the child in our midst. We covenant 
that we will guide them and uphold them on their journey of faith. Children have a lot to 
teach us: about God, about our world, how to love our neighbors, and how to be faithful 
followers of Jesus. As we teach and guide them, so children teach and guide us.

• Sunday School Classes (9:45-10:45 a.m.) are available for all ages. Classes meet 
between 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. before worship.

• Nursery: birth through age 2,  led by Leslie Crenshaw
• Preschool I Class: ages 2-3 , led by Amy Matney
• Preschool II Class: ages 3 to Pre-K, led by Betsy Lowery
• Kindergarten Class: led by Ann Hays
• Grades 1-2: led by Marge Rusher
• Grades 3-4: led by Sharon Seward
• Grade 5: led by Wendy Graves

• Worshipcare (10:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) for our children, birth through Kindergarten 

• Worship (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) children in 1st-5th grades attend worship, during 
the service, children in 1st-2nd grades leave for Children’s Church.  

• Upcoming Events
• April 25: Special guest Dr. Deb Loftis for Carol and Cherub Choirs rehearsal, 

and for TFC-Kids
• May 16: Children’s Musical during TFC
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Youth Ministry and River Road Church

The youth ministry at River Road Church is an open community in which middle and 
high schoolers can build meaningful relationships, engage in thought provoking worship 
and Bible study, learn tools for personal spiritual formation and cultivate a lifestyle of 
service and social awareness through missions. It is our desire at River Road Church, to 
see youth draw near to Jesus Christ and in doing so discover their potential to transform 
the world.

• Sunday School Classes (9:45-10:45 a.m.) are available for all ages. Classes meet 
between 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. before worship.

• Middle School Boys: led by Matt & Leslie Straw
• Middle School Girls: led by Diane Shoemake
• High School: led by Nathan & Bryn Taylor 

• Worship (11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.) youth in 6th-12th grades attend and participate 
in worship. 

• Sunday Evenings
• Youth Choir (5:00-5:45 p.m.) 
• Snack Supper (5:45-6:15 p.m.)
• Youth Program (6:15-7:30 p.m.)

• Upcoming Events
• June 10: Graduates Recognition
• June 15: End of Summer Party
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Children’s & Youth Summer 2018

• PASSPORTkids! Camp at Eagle Eyrie, Lynchburg, VA ~ June 20-23 
PASSPORTkids! is a four-day, three-night camp for third through fifth graders. 
At camp, your kids will discover God’s love and practice being followers of Jesus 
through Bible studies, mission education, recreation, and worship. The cost is $308, 
depending on number of campers and number of chaperones needed. You can 
reserve your spot with a $50 deposit. 

• Youth PASSPORT Camp at Averett University, Danville, VA ~ June 24-29 
This year the group will be attending the Missions Camp at Averett. The work teams 
will spend each day working with some sort of outreach project. In addition, there 
will be Bible study, worship, group devotions, and recreation. Passport is open to 
all middle school and senior high students. Space is limited, so see Marnie Fisher-
Ingram to sign-up. 

• Hands & Hearts Family Mission Trip to Nickelsville, VA  ~ June 24-29 
The Hands and Hearts Family Mission Trip will serve those in need in the area of 
Nickelsville. 

• Vacation Bible School ~ July 9-13 
If you would like to be a volunteer, please email vbs@rrcb.org. Registration is now 
open at www.rrcb.org/vbs! 

• Youth RVA Mission Trip ~ August 5-9 
Youth will stay at the church and work with Richmond City Schools during the day, 
helping to improve facilities. 

Children’s & Youth Contact Information

• Marnie Fisher-Ingram (marnie@rrcb.org)
• Kim Crowley (kimcrowley@rrcb.org) 
• Bob Gallagher (bobgallagher@rrcb.org)
• Youth Facebook Group: RRCB Youth Rock
• Youth Instagram: @riverroadyouth
• Children Facebook Group: RRCB Children are great
• RRCB Official Facebook: www.facebook.com/rrcbaptist
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Church Staff

Pastoral Staff

Daniel E. Glaze, D.Min., Pastor
Daniel became pastor in November of 2016. 
He previously served as pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Ahoskie, North Carolina. He holds 
degrees from Georgetown College, Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Richmond, and 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
Daniel’s wife, Andrea, is an industrial/
organizational psychologist. They are the 
proud parents of two daughters, Ella and 
Ashley.

Herbert O. (Bert) Browning, D.Min, 
Interim Minister of Pastoral Care
Bert joined the staff in January 2018 in an 
interim capacity in the area of Pastoral Care 
ministry. He previously served as interim 
preacher at River Road Church in 2016. He 
and his wife, Rose, joined the church in 2017, 
and both sing in the Chancel Choir. He is a 
graduate of the College of William and Mary 
(B.A.), Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (M.Div.), and Union Presbyterian 

Seminary (D.Min.). Rose, is a retired public school teacher, and they proud parents of 
three daughters and four grandchildren. In addition to his pastoral career, Bert has 
served on boards of committees of many denominational and non-profit organizations.

Kim Crowley, M.Div., Interim Minister 
to Children
Kim has been on staff at River Road Church 
since June 2016. She is a graduate of East 
Carolina University and Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond, and a veteran of 
several years as children and youth minister 
and associate minister. Kim’s husband Chris 
is Minister of Music at Chamberlayne Baptist 
Church. Erica is their two-year-old daughter.
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Marnie Fisher-Ingram, M.Div., 
Associate Pastor to Youth and Their 
Families
Marnie was called as Associate Pastor to 
Youth and Their Families in January of 2018. 
She is a graduate of Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond (BTSR) and received 
her undergraduate degree from Georgetown 
College in Kentucky. Marnie joined the staff 
of River Road after serving 11 and a half years 
with Passport, Inc. in Birmingham, Alabama 

as Youth Program Coordinator. Marnie has more than two decades of experience in 
youth ministry and is passionate about building relationships with teenagers. She is an 
active member of the Cooperative Baptist Youth Ministry Network. Marnie is married 
to Daniel, a fellow minister here at River Road and they have one spunky 10-year-old, 
Mollie. 

Robert Gallagher, D.M.A., Minister of 
Music
Bob has been Minister of Music since 2011. He 
previously served for ten years as Associate 
Director of Music at St. David’s Episcopal 
Church in Wayne, Pennsylvania, and for 
five years as Minister of Music at Wayne 
United Methodist Church. In Washington, 
D.C., he served for eight years as Organist at 
the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle 
and also taught at The Catholic University 

of America. A native of New York, Bob received a Bachelor of Music in Organ from 
Manhattan School of Music, a Master of Music in Organ from The Juilliard School, and 
a Doctor of Musical Arts from Catholic University of America. Bob’s wife Louise is an oil 
painter and is employed at St. Bridget’s Catholic Church as Music Coordinator.
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Libby Grammer, M.Div., M.A., Pastoral 
Resident
Libby has been on staff at River Road 
Church since January 2015, beginning in 
the role of Pastoral Intern. She began the 
part-time position of Interim Minister of 
Christian Education & Spiritual Formation 
in September 2015. She transitioned once 
again in January 2018 to become Pastoral 
Resident, an intensive, post-graduate pastoral 
training position within our congregation. 

Libby, originally from North Georgia/Southern Tennessee, is currently working on her 
D.Min. degree with McAfee School of Theology at Mercer University in Atlanta, GA 
with a focus in Justice & Peacemaking/Ethics, and has received an M.Div. degree from 
McAfee School of Theology at Mercer University in 2010, and an M.A. in Religious 
Studies (Theology, Ethics, & Culture) from the University of Virginia in 2015. Her 
undergraduate work at Shorter College was focused in Spanish with minors in Religion 
and English. Libby is the author of Privilege, Risk, and Solidarity: Understanding 
Undocumented Immigration through Feminist Christian Ethics (Wipf and Stock, 
2017). She has also served as a Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty Fellow in 
July 2017 and works to advance the mission of the BJC as an ambassador for Religious 
Liberty.  Libby’s husband Will is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University, 
works for the City of Richmond, and sings in the River Road Chancel Choir.

Daniel Ingram, M.Div., Minister of 
Administration
Daniel was called as Minister of 
Administration in January 2018. He comes to 
River Road following 11 years of service with 
Passport Camps in Birmingham, Alabama. 
Daniel has also served congregations and 
non-profit organizations in Virginia and 
North Carolina. A native of Fredericksburg, 
Daniel holds a B.S. in Mechanical 
Engineering from Virginia Tech and a 

M.Div. from the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. He was ordained in 2006 
by College Park Baptist Church in Greensboro, North Carolina. Daniel enjoys building, 
running, cooking, strumming a guitar, and cheering for the Hokies. Daniel is married to 
Marnie and they have a daughter, Mollie.
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Preschool Development Center Staff

Lyndsay McGreevy, B.A., Director
Lyndsay took the reins of River Road Church 
Preschool Development Center in July 2016. 
She graduated from St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
College in Laurinburg, NC with a BA in Early 
Childhood Education. She has previously 
held director positions at Rainbow Station, 
the Children’s Museum of Richmond, and 
Chesterbook Academy. Currently, Lyndsay 
holds professional memberships at National 
Association for the Education of Young 

Children (NACEYC), National Association of Child Care Professionals (NAC), and 
Richmond Association for Directors of Early Childhood Educators (RAD).  She and 
her family are active members of Mechanicsville United Methodist Church. Lyndsay is 
married to David and has two girls, Maddie (2) and Hailee (5).

Wendy Graves, Administrative 
Assistant



Page 32

Support Staff

LeAnne Lane, B.A., Office Manager & 
Financial Secretary
LeAnne is a native of Richmond and has 
been employed at River Road Church since 
2008. In her position she manages all 
financial functions, office functions, and the 
office support staff. She previously worked 
as a Court Analyst for the Supreme Court of 
Virginia. LeAnne is a graduate of Lynchburg 
College and is a member of The Church on 
the Avenue, where she serves on the Women’s 
Ministry Leadership.

Cassandra Ducca, B.S., 
Communications Specialist
Cassandra came to River Road Church 
in September 2011. She has a B.S. in 
Communication, with concentrations in 
Professional Writing and Advertising, from 
the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. 
At River Road Church, she coordinates 
and publishes all of the church’s print and 
digital media (newsletters, promotional and 
informational documents, website, social 

media, and bulletin boards), as well as assisting with calendar maintenance and event 
planning. Cassandra is from the East Coast, having lived in New Jersey, West Virginia, 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania.

Terri McMahon, Administrative 
Assistant
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Susan Young, Administrative Assistant

Mike Christian, Building Support Team

Zelda Goode, Cook / Environmental 
Services Aide

Jarrod Thompson, Building Support 
Team
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Description of Church Facilities

River Road Church is located at the corner of River 
Road and Ridge Road in western Henrico County, 
Virginia, a suburb of the Richmond metropolitan 
area. The outside grounds of the church feature a 
recently re-worked brick plaza and expansive lawn 
with mature magnolia trees and other attractive 
landscaping.

The slate-roofed, brick buildings are constructed 
and furnished in the American Colonial style. 
The centerpiece of the physical facilities is a 
classic sanctuary building completed in 1969 and 
constructed with old-world craftsmanship, including 
Corinthian columns, detailed woodwork, and a slate 
floor. Thirty rows of cushioned wooden pews seat 
720, with additional seating in the balcony and side 
transept aisles. The sanctuary features a cruciform 
floor plan with vaulted nave, transept, split chancel, 
elevated pulpit, and musical acoustics which require no artificial amplification.

Our physically-connected complementary wings 
feature on one side of the sanctuary building a 
smaller chapel (our original structure), which 
houses the church’s baptismal pool and bridal suite. 
On the other side is a 3,000 square-foot fellowship 
hall, which has a stage, a recently upgraded 
kitchen, and a soon-to-be updated audio-visual 
system. Throughout the lower and upper portions 
of all three buildings, the church has executive 
offices, studies, meeting rooms, and adequate 
Sunday school space. Behind the chapel is a brick 
columbarium that was built in 1997 and provides a 
permanent resting place for members of the River 
Road family.

The music suite at River Road Church has ample 
rehearsal space for all choirs and houses separate 
men’s and women’s robing rooms. This space also 



Page 35

holds a music library that houses over 1200 
anthems. The music and additional education 
suites that connect the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall were constructed in 2001.

Our Sunday School space is used during the 
week by the River Road Church Preschool. Just 
outside these spaces are two recently re-equipped 
playground areas used by the preschool and 
Sunday school children. Also outside the lower 
portions of the facility are a fully-contained 
courtyard and patio. In the courtyard is the 
original fireplace that served as the first “official” 
structure on the property where members could 
gather for fellowship and worship.

River Road Church’s facilities offer two large 
parking areas on either end of the property with 
adequate spaces for parking. The facilities also include ramps, accessible parking and 
restrooms, and two elevators at different sides of the church buildings for universal 
access.
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Pastors of River Road Church, Baptist

Dr. David E. Browning, 1947-1950
A native of Texas, Dr. Browning graduated from Ouachita Baptist 
University and earned the Master of Theology and Doctor of 
Philosophy degrees from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Following seminary, he became pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. During his tenure at River 
Road Church, the new church increased in membership from 70 
to 172 members, a master plan was developed, and construction 
was undertaken for the first building, the chapel. He served 
pastorates in Pennsylvania, Alabama, North Carolina, Arkansas, 

and Texas. In two places where he served as pastor, Alabama and North Carolina, he 
also taught at local universities. He was a published poet. Dr. Browning died in 2009.

Dr. Woodrow W. Hasty, 1950-1964
A native of Eastern North Carolina, Dr. Hasty graduated from 
Wake Forest University and completed his theological studies at 
Crozer Theological Seminary. He also undertook graduate studies 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York. He was awarded 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree by Keuka College in New 
York. He began his ministry with pastorates in New York and 
returned to his home state to serve as pastor of Wallace Baptist 
Church in Wallace, North Carolina. It was from Wallace that he 
came to the River Road Church pastorate. During his tenure, the 

congregation grew to over a thousand members. The church constructed the second 
building in its plan, the Fellowship House. Dr. Hasty reached out to the students at the 
nearby University of Richmond. After concluding his pastorate in 1964, Dr. Hasty served 
churches in New York and Florida. In Miami, he was pastor of the large Plymouth 
Congregational Church from 1975 until his retirement in 1990. In retirement, he re-
united as a member of River Road Church until returning to Florida. Dr. Hasty died in 
2003.
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Dr. Vernon B. Richardson, 1964-1970
A native Virginian, Dr. Richardson graduated from the University 
of Richmond. He earned his Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Crozer Theological Seminary and undertook graduate studies at 
the University of Pennsylvania and at Cambridge University. He 
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from his alma 
mater, the University of Richmond (UR), where he also served 
as vice-rector and as a member of the executive committee of 
the Board of Trustees. He was pastor of Westhampton Baptist 
Church near UR from 1940-1943, at which time he became a Navy 

chaplain with distinguished service. In 1946 he became pastor of University Baptist 
Church, Baltimore, where he served for eighteen years until the call to River Road 
Church. He led the church during the construction of the sanctuary building and saw 
the membership increase to 1,400 members. He reached out to the UR community, and 
his oft-quoted sermon entitled “My Dream for This Church” was delivered early in his 
pastorate. Dr. Richardson died unexpectedly in 1970.

Dr. James H. Slatton, 1971-2003
A Texan, Dr. Slatton had two significant relationships with 
Virginia prior to his pastorate at River Road Church. First, he 
married a Virginian, Elberta Lee Thornton, in 1956, and second 
he experienced a Virginia pastorate, First Baptist Church of 
Altavista, 1960-1967. From 1967-1971, Dr. Slatton served as 
pastor of Royal Lane Baptist Church, Dallas. The Texas pastorate 
placed him near both his alma mater, Baylor University, 
where he had been a star debater, and his theological school, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he had earned 

his Bachelor of Divinity and Doctor of Theology degrees. His doctoral dissertation was 
on “Early American Baptist Concepts of the Separation of Church and State.” In 1985 
the University of Richmond awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. Dr. 
Slatton had the longest tenure of a pastor of River Road — 1971 until his retirement in 
2003, a period of over 31 years. During his pastorate, the church completed a number 
of building projects, including a large brick plaza, a multi-million dollar remodeling, 
a columbarium, and a new education and music facility. The church reached its first 
million-dollar budget, and established the Board of Christian Education and the Board 
of Missions. With the growing crisis within the Southern Baptist Convention, the 
church formed a Denominational Affairs Committee. He took a much-publicized stand 
at the critical SBC meeting in Dallas in 1985; and upon returning to his pulpit, he was 
accorded an impromptu standing applause by his congregation. He became active in the 
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developing Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as well as Virginia Baptists Committed. Upon 
retirement, he was honored with the title of pastor emeritus and has remained within 
the church family. At retirement, he became a scholar-in-residence at the Virginia 
Baptist Historical Society, where he researched and wrote W.H. Whitsitt: The Man and 
the Controversy.

Dr. Michael J. Clingenpeel, 2004-2015
Born in Florida and reared in Virginia, Dr. Clingenpeel graduated 
from the University of Richmond. While in college, he attended 
River Road Church and married Vivian Stephenson there in 
1972. Dr. Clingenpeel earned his Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Philosophy degrees from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and completed additional doctoral study at the University of 
Kentucky. He began his career as a youth revival team preacher 
for the Virginia Baptist General Board in the summer of 1969. 
While in seminary, he served as minister to new members at 

Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky, and was pastor of churches in 
Indiana and Michigan. In 1983 Dr. and Mrs. Clingenpeel returned to Virginia, where he 
became pastor of Franklin Baptist Church. He became active in the life of the Baptist 
General Association of Virginia. He took larger roles in denominational leadership, 
serving as chair of the BGAV President’s Task Force on the Denominational Crisis as 
well as the BGAV Divinity School Study Committee. In 1992 he left the pastorate to 
serve as editor of the Virginia Baptist newspaper Religious Herald, one of the premier 
Baptist newspapers in America. During his editorship of twelve years, he became known 
as an insightful and even courageous editor. His writings were published in several 
denominational publications. Early in his editorship he received an honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree from the University of Richmond. In 2004 Dr. Clingenpeel left the 
Religious Herald to become pastor of River Road Church. Late in his pastorate the 
church undertook a highly successful capital campaign to restore the sanctuary organ 
and pipes, as well as to carry out other building improvements. Upon his retirement 
in November 2015, he joined Dr. Slatton in sharing the distinctive honor of the title of 
pastor emeritus and has remained in the church family.
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Dr. Daniel E. Glaze, 2016-present
A native Virginian, Dr. Glaze became the sixth pastor of River 
Road Church, Baptist in November of 2016. He previously served 
the historic First Baptist Church of Ahoskie, North Carolina, 
where he served as pastor for the last 10 years. Prior to that, he 
was an associate pastor at First Baptist Church of Frankfort, 
Kentucky and director of a free medical and dental clinic. Daniel 
received his undergraduate degree at Georgetown College, 
attending on full scholarship as the inaugural Paul Parks Baptist 
Scholar. He then received a Master of Divinity from Baptist 

Theological Seminary at Richmond, serving as pastoral intern at Grace Baptist Church 
in the city. Daniel received his doctoral degree from Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. He has completed post-doctoral study at the Lake Institute on Faith & 
Giving—part of the Lilly School of Philanthropy at Indiana University. Daniel is active 
in community and denominational life. He is a weekly podcast panelist and producer at 
FaithElement.net. He serves on the Leadership Team at Baptist Women in Ministry and 
is in his second year as chair of the Board of Directors of the Baptist Joint Committee 
for Religious Liberty. Daniel’s wife, Andrea Lynn Glaze, is an industrial/organizational 
psychologist. They are the proud parents of two daughters, Ella and Ashley.

On May 2, 1965, Dr. Vernon B. Richardson preached a sermon 
entitled My Dream for this Church. At the conclusion of his 
sermon he prayed the following prayer... words that can guide us 
for decades to come.

Oh God, whose strength begins where
ours is no more, use us, everyone, our talents, resources faith, 
even our failures. In all the joys of our belonging, let us see our 

responsibilities, that our future may move with 
Thee and Thy will. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


